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detaining the yoling King of Scots a priſoner, pre- 
vented not his ſubjects from fighting for their al ; 
lies. He changed his plan; James was carried fo. 


France, in order to detach the Scots from the 5 9 I 
Dauphin's army. An offer is faid, by the Scottiſh 
hiſtorians, to have been made by King Henry to 5 
his priſoner, of reſtoring him to his liberty, on : De 
condition of drawing off his ſubjects, by ſummon- : 

ing them, upon their allegiance, to attend his 
| ſtandard. In James's ſituation, the offer was try⸗ 
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I Scots commanded, and whoſe ſurrender 
| ly owing to his valour and conduct f. 
1 ing of a firm and vigorous ee 
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| 8 The moſt eminent of this loyal band of knights, were 
Seton Lord Gordon, with 40 launces and 100 horſemen; 
L "KF 6h. LON : 
. 5 23 i” 9 
} by F « * * & * 
- N 88 4 ; 8144 RY Sf y k . N > N oy + hs 25 — 2 & 
© 7 10 oY 
i i — 
B 7 . : n 
7 1 2 \ : 1 
WD © , * % 
4 £ * i 
72 Ree 5 2 2 > "4 
$A * 4 
? g * 4 8 ; > = * YN 4 7 8 ; 
> "A A N » q 8 4 w * * 2 : Pu "Ns * , . 


Upon bis death, his ſon 
in the regency “. Although 
regent was the ſame with 
yet his ability, mean in compariſon of his father's, | 
and other circumſtances concurring, made him, in 
a few years, f ible of his being unequal to bold 
the reins of gover of a- bold and martial 
people. His eſs and bad adminiſtration had 
introduced univerſal licentiouſneſs and — 
, anarchy prevailed oyer the whole kingdom, Above 
all, the vices and intolerable inſolence of the re- 


gent's own ſons, which he found himſelf unable W 


curb, drove him at length 
the ſtates of kingdom to ſet 
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the Tod Forbes, with the ſame number; John and Fergus 
Kennedies, anceſtors of the Earls of Caſlillis, and John. Sin- 
clair, each of theſe with 30 launces, and 6 horſemen ; . 


der 2 foedera, tom. TO. p. 1 27. 
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1 DISSERTATION | ON” 


was not averſe. Atl he wan for King James's 5 


liberty was finally ſettled ; and, as a bond of union 


| between the kingdoms, James eſpouſed a Princeſs 
of the blood- royal of England, Jane, daughter to 
the Earl of Somerſet, grandſon to John of Gaunt, 
and granduncle to King Henry. Thus, after 18 
years captivity *, King James ſet out with his 


young Queen for his own kingdom, and, to the 


univerſal j joy of his en Nd were eee at : =; 


.Scone, TMs e 


* — 


- This Princeſs, who is the ſubject of one of _ 
following poems, is celebrated by all the Scottiſh 


writers, not only as eminent for her beauty, but 
as a en i virtue and 5 We aer 


ue bod an arduous taſk to By Wy upon bis 5 
entry to government. The feudal fyſtem, early in- 
troduced into Scotland, made it no eafy matter for 
tlie King to contend with a ſet of powerful nobles, 


poſſeſſed of great eſtates, extenſive vaſſallages, and 


hereditary juriſdictions annexed to them. Theſe I 
vaſſals, ready to run to the ſtandard of their chief 3 
in time of war, e allo his call in time . 
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mong. them, according to the. ancient hoſpitality 
of the times, his caſtle was alway 
bers of tl 
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Iways open to num. 
eſe retainers. * They looked upon the 
chief as protector of the clan, and the vindicator 
of their feuds and quarrels 3 and, as the principles = 


of right and wrong were not always the directors 
of their actions, their quarrels oſten produced. the | 
| moſt open. violation of juſtice, equity, and law, 


in the attacks which chey 
the perſons and prop T 
| ceived had injuted them. The chief, upon his 
part, particularly under the late weak governmen 


as often interpoſed - his power in protecting PP 


guilty vaſſal from the puniſhment he had incurred. 


Thus, without having recourſe to law and juſtice, Ee 


Tequently made. upon 
y of whoever they con- 


the ſword was s the fole judge a and Eadie 55 and | 


4 aw 


and W 
A En lkewife; very expreſſive of. the weak- 
neſs of the regent's government, was then fre 


quent among the great barons in Scotland; this 
was, the forming of leagues and bonds of aſſoci·- 
ent, 
to defend themſelves from being brought to ju- 


1 Such was the me of his Kingdom, at James“ 8 ; 5 
9 - ag 7 


ation with each other, in defiance of govern 
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5 5 and, to add to the er, he tad to — 
alienated and given away by the late regents. e 
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conduct of James, in this ſituation, ſhowed 
ICE be or reſolution, as welt as eminent political abil - 
© ties. He convened the ſtates of his kingdom in 
„ F:, and, with their concurrence, ne re. 
| ſumed the patrimony of the crown *: He pledged _ 
= _ himſelf to maintain their juſt rights, and to have 
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1 
„ . juſtice enforeed, and a ſtrict obedience to che laws 
woe his kingdom preſerved; and he obliged them | | 

| do renounce and abjure all unlawful leagues and. | 

4 alſociations f. e e = 


James has been cenſured for: his ſeverity, in . 
er to trial his uncle, Murdoch Duke of Al: 

bany, and his two ſons. It is certain, that, on 

the King's return to Scotland; his government had 
| been frequently diſturbed by inſurrections, headed 
{ - by dhe regent's ſons, and their partizans, who 
' bad been dener in hopes to bring them to 
1 what Gyr 6s n, Duke | 
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js not! wh; there/is/10 record. of their wah e 
Their death; however, Wan, 
ful to the nation: They and hong! been extreme. 
ly unpopular, when the people app 
pleaſed with their fate. Poſſibly the 
of the death of Prince David, and of n 8 long 
captivity; brought? about by the ſame 
have ee in their n. e 
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Iti is not N y deſign to 8 into A detail 
ſtory of King James's reign; for this 1 mal aſc 
my reader to the hiſtorians and writers. of his life. 
It is ſuffcient here to fay,. that, in his ſhort reign - 
of thirteen years,' he reformed the diſorders which 
the late regent's bad goyernment had produced; 
and, by his wiſe laws, and ſteady reſolution. and 


authority in putting them i in execution, he reſto- 


red peace, _ And ſecu Ty, over dg: whole, of 
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By promoting. ain; he, by his 0 own. ex- 


ample, civilized his people; and in that rude age 7 


gave # PETER to the genius of Scotland. 
He rebaile p loved ths i 
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0 ih eee Fe ene bs: hit deen : 10 
: grapher *, by his invitation, many learned men, 
from the moſt illuſtrious univerſities in Europe, 
came to Scotland, as to the Sanctuary of the Me, 
where the e often. n in ant their thang 
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Senſible on crelighen is the fureſt f e of 5 
good government, and the great curb to the paſ- : 
fions and diſorders of men, he bent his care to. 
promote piety and learning in the church, by ad. 
- yancing men of that. character only, to the dignified . 
eccleſiaſtical offices. He eſtabliſhed Aa fixed rule, 5 
that none ſhould hold the office of a canon in the 
"w_ but ene ae * ann 9 

BA ok J 

© Senſible, likewiſe, that able nei of 2 
is the order, decency, and ſolemnity of its rites, 
have their effect upon the mind, he, from his ſkill | 
in poetry and muſic, eſtabliſhed regular choirs ; in 
the churches. He was the firſt who introduced 
organs into the cathedrals and abbeys in Scotland. 
He was no leſs ſtudious to poliſh the rough man- 
ners of his people, by alluring his nobles to he, 
— hone! his court, where piſs entertalhbetts, feaſt, 


R is 
d 4 


* FHauthornden. 


e 


rn 


* », 
. : | | 
. * * 0 * 4 . 5 1 1 3 : 
y | | 
. * * F s ; | | 
* 
2 A | 
at 7 8 
. 
ob b 
: 
: * 
1 © f 
F 1 
8 - 
I \ | 
1 — 
f .% 
* « — 
* * | 
” * 99 — 4 755 3 : | 
* 3s, 7 N, 5 * ＋ hk 2 * | 175 | ö 
* «28 . ”" * X 6 » 4 4 # : 4 ö 
Ls e ; n +2 F 
* A 
1 
8 E 1 a | | 
A 2 q | | | 
- 4 % $ * PRES oy Pad” 'F 1 4 "TE ö | 
£ 1 2 N 1 * 3 1 PF + | 
oy > a $a £206 4 5 8 : 2 
x | | 


* 


3 108 is ; 
3 A — K 


James returned from England Anno 1424. | 
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On his return to Scotland, he introdueed 
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the gra an of: Malcolm, denn 9 the . 


| daughter of Earl Siward, he defeated the u er, 15 


and eſtabliſhed himſelf upon the; throne of his : an- 


ceſtors . It is remarkable, that Scotland hat 


owed its civilization to two of its greateſt and moſt 

patriotic Princes, who both of them received their 
W FE. „ 28 

Before the time of King Malcolm Mn e, 

the univerſal language over Scotland, to the north | 

of the river Forth, was the Gaelic." Malcolm, while 

he reſided at the court of King Edward, had made 


himſelf maſter of the Saxon, or Engliſh language. 
that lan- 


guage into his kingdom. He was the firſt of the 


Scottiſh Princes who fixed his reſidence in the low 


country of Scotland. The more ancient Scottiſh 


| Kings uſually held their reſidences at their caſtles; 


in the northern and weſtern parts of Scotland; at 
Kildrimmie in Marr ; the caſtle of Inverneſs, in that 


county 5 Dunſtalfnage, on the weſtern coaſt of Ar- 


gyleſhire; the caſtle of Glammis, in Angus; and at 


Stirling and St Johnſton, now Perth, the two laſt 


2 ſituated i in the entries of the * Mountains. 
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That noble edifice; the” Abbey and ruyal pala 


by Ting mas his chief reſidence . 
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ration, greatly contributed to 758 cultivation * the * 5 
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Edgar athelig; 0 2 1 
the Engliſh crown, together with his mother and 


ſiſter, and many illuſtrious perſons, the followers 


of their fortunes, having, upon the conqueſt of 
England by Williani the Norman, left that king. 
dom, were driven by a ſtorm into the mouth of 


the river Forth. There they found an hoſpitable 


reception from the Scottiſh Prince. Maleolm eſpou- 
ſed the Princeſs Margaret, and endowed with ho- 


nours and lands their illuſtrious friends. From 


theſe laſt, are derived uy of the preſent noble 


families in Scotland. By this intercourſe, the 
Saxon, or Engl#h mga; was. eſtabliſhed, and, 


in en ane! . en nde over the low | 


Fe 5 Fs 


1 « #41 5 


8 The . cSupck of 8 Cuthberts at en was | 


alſo built by King Malcolm. The counties of Northum- 5 


berland, Cumberland, and We ſtmoreland, then belonged | 
to the erown of Scotland, as feus holden of the Kings of 
Exgland. 5 8 


dine, on the north of the river Forth, boil | 
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not to — the . and . 1 
vilized manners, together with the arts and ſci- 
ences then in England and on the Continent, e 
came into > Soatlend, aud were. cheriſhed ang. Kul- 5 


. and | His yo May nt wht 

| cording to the Scottiſh hiſtorians, were two of the _ 
woſt illuſtrious. characters that flou ithed, in chat ED 

age: 90 return . e e ron oo ogy 


5 5 | The e aid to 3 8 introduced int 
3 Scechaad in his reign, was the natural attendan Re 
on the civilization of manners then eſtabliſhed by. 73 
him. A change in the mode of living among a 
rude eee from ſome degree of barbarity to 955 
ſimple convenience, will be dignified with che ap- 1 | 
pellation of Luxury. Booting, and other-hiſtorians 
of 'theſe times, expatiate upon the luxury which : 
was then introduced into Scotland, and, according 
to them, occaſioned the enacting of ſumptuary : 
laws, particularly reſtraining the expence of the 
| table, prohibiting baked meat, and ſuch like dain- 
ties, to be uſed, except at the tables of the nobles, 5 
and there only upon holidays. Some modern = 


i critics treat this with great ridicule, and are very = | | 
1 ſevere upon Bocce, Hauthornden, e. for W 2 
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to by Boece i is not to be found. The fact may, ne- 


het following, record: from Rymer s foedera* is. 
quoted with great triumph. In it we find a licenſe | 
granted by King Henry VI. for tranſporting by 
ſea to Scotland the following articles, for the uſe 
of King James I. viz. * Uno cloath ſack ; duodecim 
c * ulnis de ſeaxlatts ; 5 viginti ulnis de worfted, rubri 
6 * coloris 5 octo duodenis vaſorum de peuter; mille et 


$ « iducentis ciphis_ , i tribus e 4. e 


F e, e. „ 

With fubraiſion to our e 1 ; OY 
not think even this commiſſion, plain and homely 
as it may feem at this day, ſufficient to diſcredit 
: the authority of Boetius, as to the introduction of 
what might be reckoned, at that time, luxury of © 


the table and dreſs, into Scotland. A ſack or K 


bale of Engliſh broad cloth, 12 ells of ſcarlet, | 
for the King”: 8 own. uſe, and. 20 butts of vine, 


A is alſo in the grant, was n ſuch contemp . 
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1 and falſely, as they alledge, to roſs 
ent the Scots, at that early period, as opulent, 
and addicted to luxurious entertainment. True 
it is, indeed, chat, amongſt the printed acts wr” 
parlament of that reign, ene A allied 


| be true. To confute our old biſtorians, g 
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Peter veſſels, for the uſe of his table. Pewter 
was then a novelty even in England, and uſed | in 2 
che houſes of the great only, where plate likewiſe 

was uſed. By the houſehold- book of the Dake | 

of Northumberland, it appears, that, in King 


them for hire 8 


. 


3 „nor was . N | 


Henry VII. “s time, more than 100 years after the 


— 


above aera, pewter was uſed in that family, then 5 


: the moſt opulent in England; but, what is re- 


markable, it allo . that it was lent out to 


ſtood or practiſed, when not vnly moſt of the ar- 


parts, a more-pernicious ſpecies of luxury than 
that of the table ſhould then have been introduced od 


It may ſeem Meade that, in that 1 age, 
when the arts of induſtry were very little under. : 


_ ticles of dreſs, but of houſehold-furniture, uſed by. 
the great, muſt have been imported from foreign 


into Scotland. low abſurd, (may a modern. tay), | 


to imagine, that our rude anceſtors, in the begin- 5 


ning of the fifteenth century, not only ate baked | 


meat at Chriſtmas, and other holidays, but to 89 


a ſtrain higher,- wore filk clothes, pearls, and em- 
broidery ! The fact, however, i is certainly ſo. The _ 
118th act of Ow enacts, c That na man fall / 


c wear g 


| þ 5 , 
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and lords of L. 200, 2 leaſt 1 770 2 ES 
and their eldeſt: ſons, and their heirs, but ſpecial © ol 
© leave of the King ſkit and obteinit; and na 
1 uther teur broderie Pearls, or bullion ; bot ar- 1 
Kray them at their awin liſt, in all uther honeſt 
arraiements, as ſerpes, belts, broches, and cheiti e 
ies. Aſter all, it is obvious, from the cir „ 
Tumſtances and hiſtory of the times, which „ 
writers ſeem not to have attended to, that Eivili . 
zation of manners, a remarkable change in the 
| mode of living, and a degree of luxury and of ex- 1 
pence, both in the deconomy of the table and in 
dreſs, among Ff 8 
land, beyond what wWas ever known before,; muſt 
neceſſarily have taken place in the reign af James l. 
It is ſaid above, that, at this aera, France was the 5 1 8 
theatre of glory, on which the Scots had eminent | 
hy figured, where, for their gallant behaviour, they 45 Oh 
had been rene: with 6 NG ofiours/and © 
eſtates.” Upon their return to Scotland, muſt not; 8 
of courſe, part of the Wend manners, the reſine - 
ments of living, and won of dreſs, have com 
heir train? Scotland, at that aera, we may 
readily allow, was far vehithd ber neighbours of 
England and France in cheſe reſpects; but can it 
be doubted that King James, educated, and reſi. 
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ding ſo many. years in the two moſt oliſhed cou 

in Europe; that the Earl of Buchan, conflable. of . 

France ;4 the Earl of. Douglas, Duke of Touraine, 

and bis ſon Lord Wigton, both mariſchals gf France, 

and numbers of the Scottiſh nobility and gen- 

. endowed with ample revenues in France, and 
poſſeſſed of extended territorial eſtates at honie, 

: on. returning to their own country, would import 
5 part of the French luxury, both in dreſs, an . 
the entertainment of the table? The ſtately r re- 

mains of the old caftles and venerable abbeys, 

thoſe auguſt monuments of ancient grandeur, ſtil 

extant ; Borthwick Caſlle, Craigmiller, ' Ro/lin, the 

abbeys of Holyrood, Aberbrothock, Dunfermline, &c. 

| impreſs the mind, at this day, with a juſt idea | | 

of the ſplendour and hoſpitality of the nobles and 

dignified churchmen in ancient times, ho > held 

ther reſidence i in theſe g edifices. | 


1 Hedor 15 jndeed;! ſeidom fails & "7 b 
ole his countrymen in their holiday clothes: Ou 


modern critics, on the other extreme, in their F 
overſtrained zeal for truth, ſeem, with teluQanc - "= ch 
to yield to their anceſtors thoſe blefliny 8 n be- th 
nignant Nature had beſtowed upon them. 1 peak ly 


of Scotland as wealthy and opulent, according”! 
| the common phraſe, would be ablyrd. The wealth 
: , Sec 


Bri 


8 


of men !, ſupplied at home with every neceſſary ar- 
ticle of life, ſtrenuous aſſertors of their liberty and 


independence againſt every foreign invader: Their 


mountains covered with ſheep and beeves, their 


rallies fertile in grain, and their ſeas and rivers 


; teeming with fiſh. Such was the opaletice of Scot- 


land, in ages of the earlieſt antiquity. At the a- Ry 
bove remarkable aera, the age of James I. from 9 5 


| the virtue, ſpirit, and genius of that Prince, with 


the concurring circumſtances of the time, - it is be- 


yond a doubt, that a remarkable change and re- 


formation, in the manners, and mode of living of 
the Scots, muſt, of _ bave "0p pg "To: . 


1 v5 tho #4 : . 


return to our ſubjeRt. | e 
Thu while this vt patriot King was, 
by every exertion, promoting the good and happi- 


neſs of his people, he was, on the 13th of Febru- # 


ary 1436-7, baſely murdered at the monaſter 


the Dominicans at Perth, by his deteſtable uncle 
the Earl of Athol; an event univerſally and deep- LL 
U 1 "i N was s beloved a 8 honoured 
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of Scotland conſiſted in her population,” en 
criterion of plenty. She has been productive, 
at all times, of a hardy, vigorous, and brave race: | 
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„n in ee of the wal” "of Princes "that eber 
„ Ry in Scotland, eee e Ws. : 
ey To Sl nts; -AS Se ch 1 bor . 
milar virtues, the Mantuan poet, in thoſe noble 
ſtrains, has alotted the chief ſeats in Elyſium.” As 
a poet, patriot, and lawgiver, and the civilizer of 
the manners, of his people, no Prince in hiſtory: 
i aeſerves more to be revered by his. e Wen : 
Fee, 
1 5 - Nuique pii vates, et Phoebo digna laut; 1 
. 1 ye vitam e g arten. 
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x TH * remains now to take notice of the works oof 3 
King James I. nog 


—— nn 
e 


Fenner Maj ajor - mentions Ae of his compoti. 
tions, particularly a poem upon Jane, afterwards 3 
his Queen ; and he gives the names of ſome of 
his muſical pieces or Scottiſh ſongs 7 Cantilenae Sco- 
ticae ) compoſed by him, which. Major ſays were 

much eſteemed in his time. | Dempſter. 4615-6 
| ſome other pieces of James I. V 12. this 
author, R e Latinos, el de muſica. 
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at leaſt canith certainty be di iſting is, are 
1575 the two following pieces, Chriſt's Kirk of the Green, A 1 
0 and the poem on Queen Jane, called the „ 
| Nuair, Of his muſical compoſitions, I have treated 
; 5 g in a diſſertation « on . the omar Wo; 
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Or CRHRIST'Ss Ki RK or THE Green. 


THIS ancient poen * 1 men of alte, a 5 
ways been eſteemed a valuable relique of the „„ 
Scottiſh poetry. For the poetical language of the 
time, the ludicrous deſcriptions, and the free vein 
of genuine wit and humour which runs through ” 
it, it is, even at this day, read with pleaſure,” Ile 

muſt be valuable, were its only merit that of be- 
ing deſcriptive of-the ee, 8 manners of ee 
e 350 * 8852 ee e nas tg 
2 aware, that we 3 e lars writers 
have attributed this poem to that gallant Prince 
James V. who was alſo a poet. 1 ſhall examine 
why nm and 25 eee 1 ester. notwith- 


the oldeſt of a 10 er as I bags! beer Abs} 
to diſcover, is that of Biſhop E dmind Gibſon, 
who, Anno 1691, publiſhed an edition at Oxford 
of che poem of Chriſt's Kirk of the Green, witn 
learned notes. The title which the Biſhop gives 
his book, is Chnisr's Kink on THE GakEx, 
0 compoſed, as is ſuppoſed, by King IAuxs V. — And, 
in an elegant Latin preface to this poem, he thus 8 
writes, Gratulor tibi lector, et Mus, regem in i 
0 Parnaſſo, non infeliciter ſomniantem ; de Jacobi, efus 
© nominis apud Scotos Quinti, familia, eruditione, 
I ſcientia militari, conſulendi ſunt hiftoricorum anna- 
© ies 5 rincipem autem hunc pos/in deperiifſe, nil mi- 
© rum, commune id illi, cum auguſtiſſimis aliis viris, 
gui haud pauci carmen in delicits habuere.* ' 
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The next authority is the editor of the laſt ec 
tion of Gavin Douglas's tranſlation of Virgil 8 
| Xineis, publiſhed at Edinburgh. Anno 17 To, who, 
in his preface, thus mentions this poe m; 15 2 


* notes e at. Oxford ſome. JOary 8g9s DXA 
3 * celebrated 
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| that. Prince, and adds, £didit, notiſque. iluftravit 
© ol. Edmond Gibſon, Oxon. 1691.“ Tanner's Bi- 


w 


: tions ſeveral pieces written by that Prince, but fas 


who, in _ Bibliotheca Britannico-Hibernica, fub © 
Voce Jace 


rities that I have ſeen, which attribute this poem | 0 


guments on that ſide of the queſtion from an au 
thor of ſtill greater weight than any of the above, 
that is, the learned Sir David Dalry 
Hailes, whoſe opinion, although he candidly does 5 
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ebrated wri er on the „„ N 
c James v. entitled, Chris Kirk! on the Green." 8 
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poem of Chriſt's Kirk of che Green as written by 
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bliotheca was ne fo late a as the year 1 748. 
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Theſe are the only W and poſitive 10855 ; 


to King James V. I ſhall ſum up the whole ar- 


ple,; Lord 
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not decide, is on the fame fide with the above 111 
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Nit, Major; in his life 5 King James L. men- 1 
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nothing of Chriſt's Kir k of the Green. : 3 5 * +. 44 15 * 
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to a more modern acra than the age. of e King + 
JET And, 5 3 ant d 
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the editor of Gavin Douglas: * Virgil, all agree in 
attributing the e Chriſt's L of "or Green 
to 1 raged V. | 85 5 rake 
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3 1 ſhall ge to er theſe e argument Te 
IM their order; and to the firſt, 97 SL ue : 
Ek: 5 hed Major, | who: heads ramble Pieces; 
| faid to be compoſed by King James I. does ot 
| mention the poem of Chriſt's Kirk; is an argument 
© entirely negative, andean infer no direct eoneluſion 
i that King James I. might not have been the author 
* 5 | of that poem, as well as of ſeveral other pieces not 
i mentioned by Major, of which, for certain; he 
128 _ was the author, viz. Rythmi Aj _ te Muſe, fea, | 
maentioned by Dempſter *, and ſome other poems 
_ mentioned by other authors + Major does 1 = * 
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* Mt Zig. 2 Eee. - cap 715. See di ne on Seat. 50M 
"IB tiſn ſongs. . A Arg e e 
| | 1+: Godly and ſpiritual ſongs, publiſhed by Andro Hart; 2 
E, 8 Thee: of which, though | not diſtinguiſhed in the eng? are 


2 * A 
mentioned as written BP) King James bo ; 
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| tend to give a — 
James, but, after mentioning two or three of his 
Oe _ 15 N cadives adbue dots Seater, 


Peebles: 45 The anniverſary games or plays at Peebles 
are of ſo high antiquity, that, at this day, it is 
only from tradition, joined to a few remains of an - 
| tiquity, that we can form any conjecture reſpecting 


the age of their inſtitution, or even trace the ve- 


ſtiges of what heſe games were. Any argument, 
therefore, deduced from the aera of the inſtitution 
of the plays at Peebles, inclines to the oppoſite fide 
from Lord Hailes. That this town, ſituated on the 
banks of the Tweed; in a paſtoral country, abound- 


ing with game, was much reſorted to by our an- 


cient Scottiſh Princes, is certain. King Alexan- 
der III. is ſaid to have had a hunting ſeat here; 
the place where it ſtood is {till pointed out. We 
are told by Boetius, that the monaſtery of Croſe 
Church, now in ruins, was built by that Prince &; 
and anciently our Princes occaſionally took up 
their reſidence in the religious houſes. Contiguous 
to it is a piece of ground, of old ſurrounded 
with walls, and {till called the King“ s Orchard ; 

and on 8 N ſide of the river | is the King's 8 
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ay 8 to the Scots, ho ball, and 
2 ing for prizes with DOW and arrow. . he 

| ſhooting | butts ſtill remaig. Archery, within the 
memory of man, was kept up at Peebles ;/:and an 
ancient ſilver prize arrow, with ſeveral old medal. | 
lions appended to it, as I am N Sc is Arr 
eee 1 eehte n (45s 
a e ; Wy * 
; . to IF la abet to cb authori- _ 
ties of Biſhops\Gibſon, and Tanner, and the editor 6 
of Gavin Douglas's Virgil, all of whom attribute 
the above poem to King James V. All theſe wri- 4 
ters are lo n ss nig remote from RE: e of 


1 is, 49 ates „ Tab |; 
and 250 years after the n of King James 
Beſides Gibſon, upon whoſe bare aſſertion the other 
two later writers profeſſediy rely, ſpeaks: but dubi- 
oully ; 30 his words, as on er title f 
poem, are, e 2 ik 
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that of Mr George Ban | 
induſtry wwe owe a MS. collection of many nne old 


Scottiſi poems prior to the berge 


the date of His ee 000 893 86 3 er 
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Iv Bariantyne:s bout,” the firſt poein in ak of || 
antiquity, is Chriffs Kirk: of the Green; Which at 
the end of it, as Was the faſhion of n bears 

this ſiguaure, . pa Pp Fame. T e pry 7 is 
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 Banintyne's- manuſerlpt” was finiſhed in 1 a 


within 26 years of the death of James V.“ Banan- 
tyne may then be reckoned to have been contem· 
porary with that Prince. His teſtimony, therefore; 


not only. proves negatively that King James V. was 


not the author, but likewiſe, that univerſal tra 


tion and report, in this last Prince's time, Attri- 1 


mes I. 


buted this poem to his royal anceſtor King Ja 
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Further, although it may not be eaſy to aſcer- 
tain the age of any writing from its language, yet 


I eee there ariſes ſtrong internal evidence 
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5 
>. 7 in the 


courts/ of King 


Tr | King: Jancel./.aas 1 ' -& 
: year 1404, a e 2. de 


we ſhall find the language of the firſt much more 


antiquated and difficult to be: underſtood than 2 x 


of the latter. Jt: us e the — 


'In the Aalen of ancient. Pens ales the | =; 


Ever Green, collected chiefly from Banantyne 


manuſcript, the firſt in the book is, Chriff 8 Kit | 


of the Green, and next to it are two poems, the 


Thiftle and the Roſe, and Virtue and Vice. The 
firſt made by Dunbar, upon the marriage of King 
James IV. and Margaret his Queen, on her coming 7 
to Scotland, and before James V. was born. The 


| other poem 18 written by Bellenden, Dean of Mur- 
ray, and addreſſed to King James Vi. then a youth, 
Let theſe two poems be compared with. Chriſt's 


Kirk of the Green, and I apprehend that no per- 


© more anclen than a of King Janes. 7 Hager = 


: Henry IV. V. and VI. until the yrar 1423, when 
. to his own-kingdont; ſome years aſter 55 

| which, we may conjecture this poem to have been 
written. If it is compared with any of the poems f 
of che age of King James V. that is, a century later, 


7 v 
—— — pan Mp nd 
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Sdcotiman, who, is tolerably acquainted with dhe = 
"7 | orthography of. the Scortiſh language about . 
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in King James Iv. and: V's time, while 1; in n che 5 e 
mor ancient Poem of Sui e! he artet a” | 
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county, 8 2 uſed by the nigra W 4 
foQtedly haue bee introduced; yet, after all, this 4 
will not reconcile: or make up for the apparent an 
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By XX fold it was in trouble more, 5 5 5 
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Be thinking me wt ſighing hert and fore; ? x 
'That nane other thingis bot dremes had, 


Nor ſekernes my puree wt to glad. . 5 26 1 
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And therew? fone 1 2 drelit me to . 
| Fulfild of thot, 5 
And to myſelf I faid in this wiſe, N 1 
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Qubat lyf is this? quhare hath my ſpirit bet. $2 


A! merci, Lord! quhat will ze de vr me GY 
Is this of my foretliot irhpreſlion | 22 * 5 
Ori is it from the hevin a viſion ? EET 
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Have ſchowit "oy for my. roaring, 5 


<0 || Gre ee Within ener, 1 1 mean to ela al 


- this. 

In ſuemng. 1 Although my ſpirit Tuc in ; dreamy, 
yet as ſoon as I was awake, TI was more in trouble by twenty 
fold in thinking that all was but a ne, and „ 
certain to comfort m. 5 1 
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In "cleſche Ita my | furiouſe . Ne 
I zow beſeke full truely. of this a; W 
That of zour grace I myt have more # bene, | 
Gif it ſal be, as in my ſlepe ea, 
Ze ſchewit hve; © and e woutin more, 


in bye vnto the wyndow gan | wall, 
Moving within my ſpirit of this ſight, 
bare ſodeynly a turture, qubite as _ 
80 eyinly vpon my hand gan lyt, 
And vnto en _—_ Y full * 
Gave me nere 0 
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* In 13 of detailing Gs tteps by which he ET: 
«the poſſeſſion, of his beautiful miſtreſs, the Prince concludes = 
| tis poem, by a piece of machinery which is claffical and po- 
ical: The white dove, the bird of Venus, ſaddenly alight _ 
ng on his hand, bearing a eee 8 
leaves, in golden letters, is announced i oY ON : 
« The newis glad, tht Hal un an furs 8 85 
6 0f bis crnſor.— Soy Fn 
« That in the bens decretit was the cures? 
ls finely imagined ; and is one of many inſtances, 8 
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out this poem, of a rich fancy and fine inventive genius of e 
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1 This fair bird jun in hit bill gan wot 


Fore in the hevyn decretit is ye cure: 
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Of red jeraffteris, with thair fealkis grind," | 
A fair branche, quhate written was with % 
On euery lefe, wicht branchis bryt and ſehene, | ( 


In compas fair full pleſandly to ſene, 


A plane ſentence, quhich, as I can deuiſe Wo 
And have i in 1 re Til 1 725 on this TY 8 


40 / awake ! 1 L bring ir I "PEW 


The newis glad, that blisfull ben and far 
Of thy confor: ; now lauch, and play, and e 
That art 4 bend ſo glad an auenturer:- 


And vnto me the flouris fair did preſent; So 
With web, = ſpred hir wayis furth ſche \ went. 1 
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tdeve it red, with hertfull glaidneſſe, 1 : 
And halt with hope and half wt bel it e —_— . 


And at my beddis hed, with gud entent, . 
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The quhich treuly efter day be day, 
That all my wittis maiſtrit had tofore, 
Quhich he offerth, the paynis did away, 


And ſchortly ſo wele rtune has hir bore, L 
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To writt all this! rl anſuere thus ageyne z 3 
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g So 2 —— Upon ſo "ial an event. | 


Mar coppin in heaven]: Ways: 4 hell raiſed. to the 
top of bliſs i in heayen,—Thus, Chaucer : Let them build- + 
en on the coppe of the mountaigne.” | 
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nd every Vicht i s awin 4 or fore, - 6 8 5 f | 
Has mate in a mynde; Toa _ 20 no more. . 
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Eke quho may in this lyfe have more pleſance, 
Iban cum to largeſſe from thraldom and Peyme! 
And by the mene of luffis ordinance, 1 
That has ſo mony in his golden ebene, 
e Qukich this to wyn his hertis ſouereyne, f 
3 Quho ſuld me # wite to write tharof, . | 
Now ſufficiance i is x my felicitee, 8 1 
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| Beſcoching vnto fair Vidal abufe, | 
For all my brethir yt bene in this place, | 15 
This is to ſeyne yat ſeruandis ar to lufe, £ 5 
And of his lady can no thank purchaſe, - Y ; 
His pane releſch, and ſone to ſtand in grace, * | 
Both to his worſchip and to his firſt es, 
80 chat i ai and en not e 
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And eke for chants yat ar not t entrit kus 
| The dance of lyfe, bot thither-wart on way, 
=In 


# Ve Wi ne we, or blame? 


"For thame yt bat bene che mony. vnn, 
Thair prentiſſehed, and forthirmore I pray 
In lufe, and cumyng ar to full pie de 
e thame all, bo cue bene. 


And he ba for al the herd gull, 7 
That lyven here in ſleuth and i ignorance, Bat” 


And has no curage at the roſe to pull, 5 1 8 


Thair lyf to mend and thair ſaulis auafee, | 
Withthairſuet lore,and bring thame to gude chance, | 
And quho that will not for this prayer turn, 


Uuen thai wald ae ſped, x ya may 18 5 i 
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5 To reckon or mention * particulars X Ii <a 5 
ſays the poet, would be tedious ; ; but to conclude, this fair PE : 
flower, (my miſtreſs), ſays he, has afforded every remedy to Re 
my diſeaſe The high rapture which the King here ex - . 
preſſes, on having attained the completion of his deſires 
with his amiable princeſs, and their loves, which nothing, 5 8 
ſays he, but death can ever remove, was verified through 55 | 5 
the whole, thou gh ſhort period of their union, en the 8 


mournful cloſer of his lamented death. 
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85 And thus this e I can 6 as no more, 
80 hertly has vnto my help actendit, 
That from the deth hir n man ſche bis defendit. 
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* That from the deth bir man ebe has . 5 To one . 
ttthat looks for preſages, this line will perhaps call his atten- _ 
tion to a circuniſtance mentioned by the hiſtorians, of this 
Vvirtuous and moſt affectionate princeſs' 's receiving two wt,” 
"in attempting to defend the * from He inhuman mur- 
„ 3 „) 2 | 
66 Having ſtruck down the King, ow is Queen, by 
« interpoſing her body, ſought to ſave, being with difficulty 
« pulled from him, ſhe received two wounds, and he with 
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1 twenty · eight was left dead! 7 —HawTHorNDER.. | 


It was ſaid by Eneas Sylvius, afterwards Pope Fogene . 
IV. who was in Scotland as Legate, at the time, that he 
Was at a loſs which moſt to applaud, the univerſal grief which. 4 
1 overſpread the natiorf, on the death of the King, or the reſent- ; 
Ml} 0 ment to which i it was rouſed, and the juſt vengeance with which 
| Fe] his inhuman murderers were purſued; who being all of them 
5 traced, and dragged from their lurking retreats, were, by 2 
the moſt lingering tortures that human invention could ſuggeſt, 
put to death. The Earl of Athole, whoſe ambition had incited 
him to conſpire the King's death, after ſuffering three days | 
torture, crowned with a red -hot coronet of i iron, with the 
inſexiption « 6 Kin or Tzairors ! yy was beheaded, and his 
12 285 ſent to the e chief cities of the * 
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And eke the 8 mercifull virking, | Te 

For my long pane, and trew ſervice i in lufe, | 5 85 8. 

That has me gevin halely myne aſking 

| Quhich has my hert for eyer ſet abuſe 

In perfyte joye, that never may remufe, .. 
Bot onely deth, of quhom in land and priſe, 

With thankfull hert I Hp richt in this wi 


Bliffit mot be the goddis all. 
So fair that plavenca by the Gree nmant gk 
And bliſſit be thaire myt celeſtiall, A '£ 5 18 2 7 


My lufe, and to glade a conſequent! 
And thankit be fortunys exiltre, _ 
And quhele, that thus ſo wele has qubirlit me. 
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That have conuoyit hale with one afſent,,' J 
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Thankit mot + bay and fe and: lufe befall i 
The nychtingale, yat with ſo gud entent i 

Sang thare of lufe, the notis ſuete and N 
Quhair my fair hertis lady was' preſent, 

Hir vith to glad, or 5280 che forthir 25 8 
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ON Thankit mot be the 
Ihuat me firſt cauſit 
Thankit mot be the grene . 
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3 Nycht of this 
| By proceſſe and 
Firſt of ye blisful goddis 
And ſyne throu long and trewe contynance 
Of veray faith in lufe and trew ſervice, 
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And pray the redur to have] pacienee 1 41 5 
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« the Almighty, who reigns in heaven 3 to whom we think 
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"ES nevir in Scotland hard nor ſene e 
Sie 4 nor 4 « deray, 
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Cbriſp- Kirk] The ſcene of ation of this boem is aal. 
tionally faid to have been a village of his name, 
near to the pariſh of Zofy, in that part of the county. ot E 
berdeen called the Garrioch, In its neighbourhood i he 
hill of Dunnideer, which riſes like a pyramid in the midſt of | 
the plain of Garrioch; on the top of which are the remains 2 = 
of a caſtle, ſaid to have been a hunting · ſeat of che Scottiſm 75 
Kings.—Allan Ramſay ſeems to have miſtaken the above 
ſituation for Leſly in the county. df Fife. n 


” 4 ., 
1 8 as. of 


* e riot, diſorder. G. D. p- 35. and 5 | 


288. From the Fr. dereyer. From the ſame. derivation is 


the Scots. word gat or rot ſgnifying romping; daft, en. 1 0 
travagant. | | 


166 chkisris £1RK OF THE ern 
Nouthir at 5 Falkland on the Grene, JN. 5 5 i Te 
Nor e Pebillis at the Play e e 

As wes of 4 wowaris, as Ie RE: ODS 
© At Chrific Kirk on ane fa: © 
Thair came our e kitties, weſhen tan 3 5 
In thair new kirtillis of gray, 

* > 8 SES 

At Chriſti Lek of the Grene that day. FOE 


w_— Ke Wh : ; NE 


0 20 
| 3 Falkland.) One of the Royal houſes, ſituated on the ö 
north ſide of the Lomond hills, in the county of Fife. The . 
. caſtle of Falkland, a noble edifice, was habitable in the be- 
ginning of the preſent century, though now in ruins. 


: * „n or Peebler.] The head town of the county of 
Tweeddale, fituated on the banks of the river Tweed. The 
annual games of archery, and other paſtimes, at Peebles, | 
| were of very ancient inſtitution. Our poet King James I. i . 

OE. to ye often reſorted to that annual nur ml 5 


„ 


8. Kut] Ruſtic, romping, ; country laſſes, 0 reſt in thei | 
new apparel.—Biſhop Gibſon's edition has it, | 


| cc For there came Kitty, alben clean 
8 


* . 
2 - i LP co 
» 


« In her new gown of NN 8 . 
Which i is ſubſtituting the proper name af 8151 (b. * 
Kattie) in place of the general epithet: given to the whole | 
country laſſes that were affembled on chis occaſion. |  - 
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'To dans thir daniyfſellis: habe / 4 wid . 10 | 
Thir laſſes g licht of laitis, l _ 62 U% LE. "4 
Thair 5 gluvis war of the 5 raffel apa . I 


Thair / ſhune wer of the# ſtraitis, of * 41 5 
Thair # kirtillis wer of Lynkome hn te wad 
Weil preſt with mony plaitis, ä 
Thay wer ſa nyſs quhen men — a niche; || Is r 
Thay m ſquelit lyke ony en gaitis, Ie aac 
Sa loud, . 
At Chriltis Kirk of the Grene that 20x: Had 1h 
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x £ 5 * * = £5 : 
37191 2000 
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/ Dight.] Dreſs, or r pr b 


p. 233. 395. ee an eee — 8 
be Licht of U This probably has been a vulgar J hraſe, . 
Licht of manners, lightſome, frolie forme, or e 1 


YE \ &. 


h Glan, 9 of the raffel Il 7556 Probabl I Iy fro: rom 74 


Saxon ray or "9th a roe- deer; and fell, a Kin, gl 00 7 


7h Nen 


J Shune auer of the Haiti.] Their ſhoes were made ba Tur = 

key or Moroquin leather, from the Straits. A 

; * Kirtills of Lynkome lic.] oe tr or bauten et Lin- 5 
coln manufacture. 1 5 ace a hor © 

1 Men lane melt) . Wy me nig Kor rope with 8 


s AK ELL: $153% 


them. "I ee WOT | | „ 
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Wes nane PSs , jympt as Gillis dba TDs 
AS ony. roſe hir rule ven süd, e 5 eh 7 
Hir / lyre wes lyke'the lillie 
Fow zellow zellow wes hir bed. e OTITD 1 
Bot ſcho of lufe wes g filliez 
| Tho: all hir kin had  fworn hir ae, u ere arty; 
Scho wald haif bot ſeit Willie * 
Ow So guy 
At Chriſtis Kirk, he, £1950 e IDs 
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Scho ſkornit Joh, and - ſkrapir at him, 5 
And ? murgeonit him with mokkis, 5 „ 
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Firth *” Jing]. Neat, right, PR: > 3 opts „ 


o Hir rude wer ö Her colout or complexion was a 
G. D. 408. „ „ 

Pe Hir td Her i SR Sg or . The her, or 
ture, in vulgar ſpeech, is the breaſt or boſom. | e 
list er. file.] Seile, felt, in our old Wbt irt 

nifies Happy. Ge D. Alſo ſimple, weak. — The reader may 

== | take it in either ſenſe. 5 | RN 
ö | Had fworn hir deid.] Should have 4 880 bert to PEPE 
| es. And ftrapit at as). Scropit, mocked, « or ſcorned.— 
j John Knox's Hiſt. p. 93. 5 | 
it 8 # Murgeonit War] Made mouths at, or ridiculed kim 
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For alk his alen, lc 


Scho, compt him not twa clo 


a ſchamefully his 


His © lymis OR two rokkis, 1 8 ters 
cho fd, . 


* 5 N — is 
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At Chriſtis Kirk, Ke. 


{ 


Tam Lutar wes thair menſtral meit, 
O Lord, as he could & lanſs! 


u Laßt. Loved. 


* . £ „ 
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2 8 * * 77 
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: 1 * F 


+ ; £ : * 


x Gae chat him]. 80 to the Sales. | 6. D. 2: 39. 


W ' She reckoned him not worth two 


. clocks, or beotjes. b 


2 A ſhort N or gown was « the dreſs of in riingþ! and 
continued ſo till the Reſtoration i in 1660. "rs 


K His Jymis.] - His legs wee. 103 elne un. diſtafs; 
or, according to nher Scottiſh 


Hunte, SS 


y? 


* * * 
+ at q * Y 7 * 
Þ 4 1 K. 


"4 A * 


_— OO 


WY 
b As = Fe 11 0 Skip. 0. D. 297-—The meaning, 


as applicable to the minſtrell, is r in he next line,.— | 


by He « plat fa ſ{rill. ” 
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5 the Mooriſh manner. 1 
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He playk fa el, od 1 1 * res wut tans 1 
Quhile Touſy tuke a {tranſs, l ny {114 49. 70 
| Auld Lightfute thair he did: 5 oer, tl 913 1 

And / counterfuttet Fran = 
He uſed himſelf. as man diſcreit, , me ht oct e 

And uÞ tuke & Moreiſs danſss a mix a 
| Full loud, | 


1 Chriſtis Tos &c. 


* . 
; VI. 4 
by ; 
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R ; 


Then Sex cam east in with Nendis, 
Na / you er bim 1 arreiſt 3/097 AGES hk 
e Tuche. 


t n. A hop « or tkip.-rFrom Lat. probably | 
of tranſire, to go acroſs. . ? „ 0 
e Forkit.] Forſake, or deſert. G. D.—This 8 to 
Touſy the dancer, who ſcorned to dance, like auld Lightfute, 


after the Scots faſhion, or the reel, a well known meaſure. 


. Counterftte Franſs.] yo to dance after the 11 
mode. | 15 5 | „ 6g” FENG > From! £2 


n 


flo ſolemn. movement, poles 8 5 by Kae : afer 


137 


- 


h Rynk, or inter. A racer, or one ſwift of foot. 6 5. | 


1 93. Here i it is uſed for a nimble perſon. Tae * % 


J Arreiſt.) Stay, or ſtop; i. e. che moſt ”"— man ; of the 
company would not have * or outdone c him 3 in the dance, 


F 
— i 
1 . 
| - 
* 
1 171 
5 7 
; 2 : 12 «4 22 My N * N 8 22 . ve | Wa 
3 — I 8 | I * ; % 
a Platefute hf bit a 
id 1 
6 2 
For Mald he made . 10 


He lap q hill he lay on his jendis, T 

But ryſand he wes prieſt, 

Quhill that he! oiſted at bay ens, 
For honour of the feiſt HE 

At Chriſtis Kirk, & oe. f CH 

That day. 


Syne Robene Roy 1 e to ” revell, 


And , wer 7 druggit; 5 „ ; 


& He lip 0 1 Gibſon ſays h * « the 
word lap ſignifies apt, or ſapped, from the Cimbzic word le- 
pia, lingua, i. e. lambends hibere. Nothing is more . or 


fanciful than etymolegical derivations. No Scotſman but 


knows, chat lap is the perfect of the verb 7o lap. "The ob- 

vious ſenſe of the paſſage i is, « He lap and capered ſo high, 
that he fell at his length; and, i in riſing, was ſo Ewe, that i 
* the well known vulgar Scots phraſe, he 


TM ed. * 1 Hoſted, or coughed at baith 3 6 2. 
broke wind) i in honour of the feaſt,” 5 13 coarſe, bee 


moſt humorous picture 1 $9 b 
mM Revell. Began to turn riotous. 


7 Dag] Dragged Deu towards him. WAS. 


" 0 fl. j 3 * 4; 
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. Oh 


| _ hs ws Lanes «i 
The kenſy 7 cleikit to the cavell, = 14 
Bot, lord, than how de igt, 115 
Thay partit manly with a.» nevell, | 
God wait it gif hair was ruggit 
Betwix thame 
At Chriſti Kirk, the, | 


— 


n 


Ane bent a bow, fic : ſturt coud ® fieir bim, 
* Grit kayth habe to o baif 1 _ © 
ns 11 | 
„ Cu * vel * fareltor ; ban a — 
. wah ; 
2? Tupgit.] Pulled him * the tail of! his cloak. _ 
1 Clitiu] Snatched up- A common Scots phe | 
Cavell, or gavell, probably a cudgel or rung. 
r Luggit.J Pulled each other by the ers: EINE: 


— 


1 ; Nevell.] A blow with the fiſt.—Moſt of the abore i 


words, being vulgar, are now obſolete, and not to be found 


* 


in any gloſſary. Ten e however, may. eaſily be : 


| conjecured. 
x Sturt.) Trouble, Aifturbance, vexation. 0. D. pe 41 . 
219. 19 . TH . ITE > #1 op pt 8 . 
1 Steir bim.] Move, or proves him. 2 ; 


" 4. 5 


x Grit frayth we'd]. It would have been dangerous, or | 
attended with ſkaith, to have ſkar'd or hindered = 


———  —  — — — CT ———— .  — = 


h The Lende Gy; dirdum end _ * 
Throw baith the cheikis he thocht 10 thei whim, 
Or throw the erſs heif / chard him, 1 
Bot be ane b aiterbruid it cam not neir Lu. 
I can nocht tell quhat marr'd him 1 1 
an „ 


At Chriſti is Kirk, 4% 
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With that a freynd of his era, 951 5 e of 
And up ane arrow drew, Ob _ jog 

He © forgit i it ſa furiouſly, _ = . bt : | 2 5 | 
The bow in *flenderis flew ; j e 


y He chats an arrow, as 5 did A bong toy. or n : 
for his. purpoſe. is SItD | 

Z The toder.] The aw in _ d fight, pint opal 
dum dardum !—Confuſion ! Blood and murther! __. 
4 Cheir, and chard, are obſolete words. We may con- 5 
jecture eee n the Faſt: of the e : 


bere, or to Pierce. 3 7 
b Be ane altertreid it c cam nt neir 75 FR The humour here 


is very arch. 

e Forgit it fo fariouly. 5 18 py to . A N 
it means, © He drew his bow with yu fury, N | 

flaughter and death!“ = 

4 In flenderis.]_ A Seo word uſd un days "Is «. the 

bow nee 35 


i n nen 
4 


174 
sa wes the will of God; trow x All N e e 3H 
4 For had the tre bene trevw,. 25 55 3 o 
| Men faid, that kend his ans 5 ffs (iv voudt 

That he had © ORC”: b e 
At Chriſti Kirk, be. as 12 


Ane haſty / henſure, callit Hary, 
Quha wes ane archer g heynd, | | 
| Tilt up a taikle withouten tary, „„ 1 
That torment ſa him teynd; 
1 wait not quhider his hand could vary, 
Or the man was his e |; 


> rh 
4 


* Had the we] Tree, or wood, been true; ; had. = bow | 

: been proof. © By x RE 

e That he had Jane. 1. e. That he wool; or mi 72h 14. 
ſain many a one. The old Scots frequently uſe the pluper- 
fect of the indicative, in abc wi the rg, nt oe the N . 
tive. 

4 Henfure.] We find no ſuch Scots word-* B. Gibſon has 
it &in/man, without any authority. It ſeems to be a n 
tuous epithet ; perhaps a Braggadochis. 

g Heynd.] Expert, handy. G. D. 5 

4 Tilt 471 Fitted vp without delay h his tackle, his bon 


5 » 


ad arrow. 
That torment ſa him U That torment or veration a 


fo angred him ; from the Anglo Saxon tene, or teen, anger, 
rage. G. D. p. 57. 10.—B. Gibſon has e I trow the 


men was tien. 


For be cpr, ere ade of Mary, ” 
As man tar nd s how 0 
At Chriſti Kirk, 45 Wl pes Dad vao 3 a aA 
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Then Lowry as ate You 16. 
And Tous x Ra can Odd, 3 


* 


1 7 PR ler 1 Mag. Through the gooey FE alli · 
ance of St Mary.—A common ſaying. 


The foregoitig figures are introduced with great humour, 
and happily varied; Towfe's ſolemn Moreſeo z Steven's entry, 
or high dance © and Flatgfute 8. Jandango with Mauld, his 
| downfall, and miſbehaviour, are all highly comic. . "Aa 
the aukwardneſs of the bowmen, ſhowing that they had quite 
fallen out of the uſe: of managing the bow, is ſatiriſed in 
the keeneſt ſtrokes of irony. | The ſerious affected gravity of 
| the poet, particularly in his arch refleclion, . Such was che 
will of Providence, &c. are fine ironical touches. The 
whole ſhows that the mo! was mater of every ſpecies of 
humour and ridicule, - rd hall, vim ite 
Whether he ation ö 1% air, naive 164 L 
Or laughs and ſhakes in Rabelair _—_ chair, F pt. 


7 A rr! of Iv . 


Theſe great maſlers of ridicule lived a We 4 than | 
| King James, whoſe genuine vein of humour flows. full and 
entire from his. own n n en „Genius i is conſined to 
no age nor chibe. 


1 „ at 2 J exo * 
190 ><: Hing © un dam 3683 


| 1 And bos feathered an arrow. 


I 
„ 


or und given in pledge. 0 


im other words, 2 dinner, as at preſent, mis 


He mM gas . the pups! N 91 9 15 od 10% 
| | 7 'T heron to wed 8 weddir, Hi an 7 d 9 5 5 151 af 
He hit him on the 0 2 wap, e 75 £, 
It buft lyk ony bledder; 63S ed 55 15 il . 
But ſua his fortune Was ns”: e 0 47 1 
His doublit wes maid- of ledder, = 688 I 
ee b sd 
At ona. kirk, Kc. 8 . 1 


2 Heels.) Promiſed, meant to hit him on the. pap. 


* To . or 8 To pledge—To wad a | wedder, 
ſeems to be to pledge or wager a wedder. | Hence 2 wage, ; 


1 
N t. 


SE 
44 


P 0 eat: os When a was in * | 
eb the lairds or gentry, it would be a common paſtime | 
to ſhoot at butts for prizes; and that a ſheep or wedder, or 

8 be the com- 
mon prize or wager: The 18th act of King James I. firſt 
parliament, alludes probably to ſuch à cuſtom It enacts, 


% That wha uſes; not archery, on the appointed holy days 
ee for ſhooting, the daird of: the land. or He ſall raiſe of 


* 


ec ' him a wedder.” 3 5 | 2 
n e e ee at . 8 


A wap on the du, A well 100 Bots ph Uſe rA 
blow on the belly, a ſtroke not deadly, making ; A : ſound like 


* 7 8 5 | 
that made on a e bladder. 8 2 OW ; 


That he to the eard 2 duſht doun, 255 Fes 
The uther man for 

And fled out o- the toune | 
The wyves cam. furth, and 555 they; r res him, os 

And- fand Iyfe i in the loune, = TY, 
Then with three? routis up they reſt h him, | 

And eu him of his ſoune nee: 

| C Fra hand that « ay, 8 

At Chriſti Kirk, Ke. e 


% 


=, Ataift.] _ Res amazed him. ; 
7 Duſht an 283 (Engl.) Fell ſuddenly down. 


. Re la.] Pulled him up.—T ſcarce think our poet Ra 
ve ould have uſed the ſame words i in the ſecond verſe after this. ; 


+627 » 


Fand liſe in the ure] | The l who ply ſigned a 


himſelf f in a ſwoon. = 


> 


t th three routi 1 Or loud 3 like an or, 1 rai- 
ſed him up, and wen him out of his pretended f firoon, | 


— 


« Fra band] Or out of hand; inſtantly. 80 e 


The 12th ſtanza, as above, I have ſupplied from B, Gib. 
ſon's edition; ; 1 doubt, however, if! it is genuine, as it is not 


in Banantyne's "My. However, © as it naturally connects 
with the former ſtanza, and the fame vein of: humour runs 


| through it, I. give it to the reader. A ſew of the words, 
which Gibſon had modernized from the old Books! orthogra- 


phy, I have reſtored. IT, | : 1 85 


The buff fo boilterouſly abgi him, . th 5 3 


r deid then left him, EEE RES 


OY 
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A * yip young many that fade kim nd, 
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SP BT $ A FREY: ies | 


Lous'd aff a End with, yre, 4 
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ps p 418 21 57 
Hey ettlit the in at the breiſt, a 0 | 


19 $55 43, Halt N 
2 The bolt flew op r the byre, 


Ane e. cry d fy! he had lane a 5 F hoot | dat 
A myle beyond ane myre; 4 
Then bow and © bag fra him be keit, 


$3 £44. 
And fled a8 ferſs as fyre 5 955 


| Of flint, 5 
At C Chriſtis Kirk, Kc. e 225 


x Tape. ] Or yaip; eager, ready, alert. fe D. p. 409. 
e 8 5 b : „5 7 W "4 ES e ©; . 


y Ettled the lr He wied or vues wo ſhoot the lad in 
the breaſt. hg e „ 


25 Bern. Bairn, often for a young man, as in G. D. 439. 


5 4 » „ 53 » 4 : , 
- : | 58 — 


F » $ © 3 


a The bolt] Safi, or arrow. . 


b 51 . Sane a Prigſt.] Tue wenn i r - molt atrocious 
of all murders. 8 


„ 


"> Bag]. The quiver) Wa held his arrows. Rug 


Since the introduction of fire: arms, the 89 of the ne in 
war is now quite laid aſide, and even as an erereiſe of ſport 
may probably. be mw rar There reqing Yi one, 
and only one. eie 
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| And lang togidder lk dH is. 


beft blew tri 


Qubyle thay WY: : e 


The g reird rais diy th 00 
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5 Quhen rungis wer layd on riggis ; 
The wyffis cam furth with cryis adden,, 

Lo yy; my. king e . 95 
2 3 u | thay, | = 


9 
* 
* 
% 


Bees 2 te 


up, the 4 a of Archive which 8 did, wh 4 
preſent can boaſt of having the chief of the Scottiſh nobility 
and gentry inrolled amongſt i its members. i Long may this 
ancient inſtitution flouriſh ! and the nh exerciſe of the 
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The . ancient of the Scottiſh ſongs, ſtill pres 


ö ſerved, are extremely ſimple, and void of. all art. 


nd. have no ſe· 


They conſiſt of one meaſure only, 


cond part, as the later or more modern airs have. 


| They, muſt, therefore, have been compo. 


or - pipe, of few notes, A of hos plain 8 0 
ſeale, without uſing the ſemitones, or ſharps and _ 
; flats. The diſtinguiſhing ſtrain of our old melo- 
| dies is plaintive and melancholy ; and what makes a 


them ſoothing | and affecting, to a great degree, is | 
the conſtant uſe of the concordant tones, the third 


and fifth of the ſcale, often ending upon the filth, 5 
and ſome of them on the ſtxth of the ſcale. BY. 


this artleſs ſtandard ſome of our old Scottiſh melo- 
dies may be traced; ; ſuch as Git Morich==There 5 


cam a ghoſt to Mar arg 4 dee: laddie, T; man 400 
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thee—Hap me My thy pettycoat—l- mean the old ſets 925 
of theſe airs, as the laſt air, which 1 take to be one Z 
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as a lullaby to ſtill their babes to ſleep. It may * 


ſaid, that the words of ſome of theſe ſongs denote 


them to be of n6 very ancient date: But it is well 


known, that many of our old ſongs have changed 


cheir original names, by deing adapted to more 
modern words. Some old tunes have a ſecond 

part; but it is only a repetition of the firſt part on 

the higher octave; and theſe additions are proba- ? 
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compoſitions were known amongſt us before the 


75th! century, is certain. King James the Firft of 5 
Scotland is celebrated by all the Scottiſh hiſtorians, 
not only as an excellent performer, but as a great 
theoriſt in Muſic, and a compoſer of airs. to his, 5 
own verſes. Hic etenim in muſica (fays Fordun) | | 3 


in artis perfectione, i in tympano et choro, i in pfal- 


< terio et organo, ad ſummae perfectionis maxi. 1 


* ſterium, natura creatrix, ultra humanam aeſti 


1 " 


* tionem, ipſum vivaciter decorayit.” Scotichron. wal. 4 


2. lib. 16. cap. 28.—Fordun has a whole chapter, the 
29th of his hiſtory, on King James's learning add 


knowledge in the ancient Greek, as well as in the 


HOOK: modern ſcales of e. which, for its curio- 
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Prince were eſteemed amongſt the firſt of. the 
_ tiſh melodies. I'ſhall . the 
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ofam cantilenam anten Tas aig et 10. 
© cundum artificioſumque illum cantum, at 8 
quem alii de Dalketh et 
+ runt, quia in aree, aut camera, elauſus fervaba- | 
+ tur, in qua mulier cum matre habitabat.” / 25 


11 is a pity that neither the words nor the muſic. 

1 theſe celebrated ballads have come down to us. 
According to the hiſtorian, the laſt muſt have been 
full of humour, and extremely popular; his words 
may imply, that ſeveral parodies or imitations of 
the ſubject had been — mn vans EINE like, 
viſe deprived us of. 0 OR 
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aa Ray they, 1 all een * un- 
diſtinguiſhed under other names, and are adapted 
>dern' words. There can be little doubt, 


: howeyer; that moſt of James's compoſitions have 
ſhared the ſame fate with many other: old airs. x 
F the Italian poet, as afterwards mentioned, 5 
preſs Ys. that King James compoſed man 


« ſacred: pieces of vocal muſic,” which are now: loft. 


All our old heroic ballads, ſuch as Hardiknute, and 5 
others, were undoubtedly ſung to chants compoſed 1555 


for them, which are now loſt. Among thoſe ſtill pre- 
ſerved are the epiſodes of Offian, which are at 
this Fen ſung in the Highlands. Gill Meorrice— 


The Flowers of the Foret—Hero and Leander, c. 
are ſtill ſung to their original pathetic ſtrains. 
Theſe, however, are but a few of many old ballads 


whoſe airs' are now unknown. In the MS. collec- 
tion of Scottiſh Poem 


the Advocates Library, at Edinburgh, the fa- 
Ws e The Cherry and weise like- 
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gf che Wü mY our old Scottiſh walls.” 5 

| dies, it is, 1 think, ſcarce to be doubted, that ma- 
ny of King James 8 compoſitions, which. were e- 
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the 1568, the donation of the Earl of Hyndford to 
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: Jedi a poem of Sir Richard Maitland of Lett ing- 
ton, father to the famous Secretary Maitland, are 
entitled, To be ſung to the tune of the Banks of 
.c Helicon.* This muſt. have been a well-known 
tune 200 years ago, as it was ſung to ſuch popu- 

lar words; but it is now loſt. It cannot exiſt un- 

der other words, as the metrical ſtanza of the 

Cherry and the Slae is ſo particular, that I know 
no air at this day that could be adapted to it. We 
find alſo, in old books, many names of ſongs, yet 
neither of the verſes or tunes do we know any 

3 thing at this day. Gavin Douglas, , in his prologue 5 

to the 12th Zneid, recites the beginning words of 

; three well-known ſongs. in * time, agen thus: £ 
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It an W e felon ehi above big Arain- 55 
ed authorities, that his countrymen have rather al- 
lowed themſelves to be carried too far in diſplay- 

ing the qualifications of their King: I ſhall, how- 


ever, produce the teſtimony of a foreigner, a cele- 


brated author, who does James ſtill more honour 
than the writers of his own country; ; and, ſingu- 


lar as the propoſition may appear, I ſhall endea- 


vour to prove, that the Scottiſh melodies, 10 far 
from being either invented or improved by an Ha- 
lian maſter, were made the models of imitation in 


the fineſt vocal compoſitions of one of the ret 


maſters of eee in . 


The 8 Carlo Gele, Prince at. £ Veno- 
ſa, formerly venuſium, famous as the place of 


birth of Horace, flouriſhed about the middle or to- 


wards the end of the 16th century, and died in 
1614. Blancanus, in his Cbronolagia-M. athematicorum, 


thus diſtinguiſhes him: The moſt noble Carolus 
| Geſualdus, Prince of Venuſium, was the prince 


« of muſicians of our age; he having recalled the 
: Rythne, into e introduced ſuch a ſtile of 7 
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0 RITA am : h 5 ..nbuſiciats Nadel the pre- 
| 6 ference to him; and — and players on 
9 ſtringed inſtruments, laying aſide that of. others, 
every where eagerly embraced his muſic „He 
zs alſo celebrated by Merſennus, Kircher, ate 
moſt all the writers of that age, as one of the moſt. 


„; 091-0008 I. THI Ee 95 oO 3» .d ] 
To apply this account of the Prince of Venoſa 


0e che preſent ſubjeft—Aleſaindro Tulln, in his 
. . Penjeert Diverf,, lib. to. thus expreſſes himſelf: „ 
We may reckon among us moderns James King 


of Scotland, who not only compoſed many facred * 


EM Pieces of vocal muſic; but alſo, of himſelf, invent 
* 8d a\new kind of muſſe, plaintive and nielancholy, 
© different from all other; in which he has been 
_ ©. imitated by Carlo | Geſualdo, Prince of- Venga, 5 


5 who in our age has improved muſic with new . 
0 and adv uirable inventions 4.” „ re je 


: 5 : 


4 * Sir] Hawkins, vol. 3 r. 212: 5 50 


"Op Noi ancora poſſiamo eonũumerar, tra . ac po. | 
0 Re di Scozia, che non pur coſe facre campoſe in canto, ma 
© trova da ſe ſteſſo, una nuova muſica, Jamentevole e ng, 
« | diferente da tutte 7 alre. Nel che poi e ſtato imitato da 
9 Corb, 
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ic rains of the old/Scotniſh ſongs! What an . 
ſtrious ae to 8 0 e. 
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Some of the bana in ah Ita 


tha the alin, he. en af eee omni 


——— of their muſic to the early introduc- 


more „ not only from the candid acknow- 
| dei of e but from the e of the 
Kaim 


4 ; : * a ET x „ "4 by 


Carli Geſualde, N 
c ha Its, anch 


ncip a sb n wiſtea a. 
' egli la muſiea eon nuove mirabili i inven- FE 


melody into it: Yet nothing is 


( tioni, '—Let me here do juſtice to the reſtorer of this re- | 


cord, who, next to Taſſoni, deſerves the thanks of every 


Scotſman z 1 mean the late Patrick Lord Elibank : For al. 


though Taſſoni f is well known as a poet, particularly by his | 
| celebrated la fectla rapita, the firſt of the modern mock Re. 


roic poems, yet his book De Diven Penfieri, though printed bh 


near two centuries ago, and containing a great deal of learn- 
ed and curious obſ rvations, is but little known on Win 
of the Alps: And the above curious paſſage, which had ſo 


long eſcaped the notice of every Scotſman, might quietly, 
have ſlept in the dark repoſe of great libraries, had not the 
penetrating reſearch of this tearned Nobleman, about twenty | 


years ago, produced it to light. From him a 
n e e 
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1 is at din ws no longer A queſtion, that the 


art of compoſition in parts, or what i is called bar. . 
mony, is the invention of the moderns 


whom invented, or at what particular aera, is not : 


fo clear. As the cultivation of modern muſic was 


chiefly among the eceleſiaſtics, on account of the 
church ſervices daily in uſe to, be ſung by them, 

the rules of harmony undoubtedly took their riſe, 
and were improved among them. Guido d Arezzo, 
a Benedictine monk, about the beginning of the 


of 


eleventh century, is, by many authors, ſaid to 


have reformed the ſcale, by introducing the lines 
and the notation on them by points, inſtead of the 


letters of the alphabet, formerly i in uſe; from which 


the 'name of counterpoint, for the art of compoſi- ö 


tion in parts, is derived. From that period, it 
was by degrees improved, until it was brought to 

perfection in the golden age of the reſtoration of 

other polite arts and ſciences in Italy, the Pontifi- 


cate of Leo X. At this time flouriſhed the vene- ; 
rable Pale rina, ſtiled the father of harmony ; and by: 
in the fame century, though later, the Prince of 


Venols, mentioned above. 15 the productions of 
r of the art af 


counterpoint, 


\THE-SCOTTISH Musto. OY 


count the compolitions of Paleſtrina, e 
at this day, ſtrike us with admiration by their art- 
ful fugues, and the full and ſublime harmony of 
their 2 Nothing in the church ſtile, except 
the eur and loftineſs of the choruſes of the 


_ bave 8 Handel, can exceed them: Vet, in one 
great point, the muſic of Paleſtrina is deficient. 
we may be entertained with the artful contrivance 5 

and learning of a well wrought fugue, or elevated 
by the harmony of a full choir of voices, yet ſtill 
melody or air is wanting i in the muſic of the vene- 
rable Paleſtrina. To any perſon verſant in the 
compoſitions of the great maſters of harmony in 

| Paleſtrina's tire, there will appear the ſame Mile, 

5 artful contrivance, and learning, running through | 

every ſpecies” of their compoſitions; their maſſa's, 
notetti, madrigals, and canont. The DR” is ; 

; full, but 54 are e deficient i in ome tf] We 
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N Although Paleſtrita 1 is with proptiety Riled the Fitter 5 
of Harmony in Italy, as, by the ſolemn grandeur. of his 
barmony, and fine contrivances, he certainly carried the £ 
art of counterpoint far beyond any ching known before the 
age of Leo . yet it is but juſtice to ſay, that harmonic | 
 compolition flouriſhed i in ſeveral parts 'of Europe beſides Tra- 
I, and that there exiſted ſeveral eminent maſters, 25  be- 
| fore the time : of Palerina. Tei, Sold (nep hew of 
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Fre he Meran) who was ; contemporary with Pale. | 70 | 
ſtrina, and died before him in 1 589, as cited by Abbe de Bur, 
8 0 in his Critical Reflections, gives ot e deen, 
. min e and adds, that, in his time, it was che 
6 lands, and had been a cuſtom there 
rniſh. Europe with muſicians.” Th 1 
old charch Vase . that had long been in uſe both i in Eng: f 
land and Scotland, ſeveral of which fill exif, are folid proofs . 
of the profound knowledge of our old compoſers i in counter- - 
point, before the time of Paleſtrina. The church ſervices 
of Marbert, and of Tulhir, who was organiſt to Henry | 
VuII. are original and learned, and abound in fine harmö. 
ny. Geminiani, chat great muſical gen. bee % 
lr anthem, * 1 call and, ry} is ud to have exclaimody n 
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10M trad y No leg eminent was s Bund the fholar of Tall 
and ſeveral others mentioned by Morley, in his Introdudtion 
to Practical Muſic, in the number of which Morley himſelf 
may be ranked. From that time a continued ſucceſſion of 
very eminent compoſers in the church; ſtile, through we 
reigns of Queen Eliſabeth, King James, and Charles I. have 
. MET Houriſhed,—To, digreſs. a little on the ſuhject of the en 
Ly ge muſic. The ſeience of. muſic, from the earlieſt ages, ap- 
| . pears to have been patroniſed br. the Kings of England; 5 
hence the ſtudy of muſie became a branch of education, | 
x 5 through every. rank, from the Prince. downwards, infomuch 
1 hat the gentleman who had not been taught muſic was | 


TRE \$COTTISH Mbs10“ : 209) - : 
The Italian muſic for refit edtermalument; We 
time, ſeems to | have, <a oy madrigal, uſuallß 

W Dad 8 | compa 
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adged 16 he deficits i in 57 education. 4 A he e . 
cellent book was printed int 597, mentioning, in His intro- 5 
ductory dialogue, in what univerſal, uſe and reputation Kill 775 

in muſic was then held, makes Philomathes rev gag Be- 

« ing at Fl banquet, mpper being ended, and muſic- books, 

0 according to cult m, brought i to table, the miſtreſs of the 

© houſe preſented me with a part, earneſtly intreating ne 

« to ſing ; but when, after many Eeenſes, 1 proteſted un- 15 

« feignedly that l could not, every. one began to wonder, „ 
« yea ſome whiſpered to others, demanding how 15 e. 
0 brought up. '—In Peachants Complete Gentleman, a "book | 

| held i in great elteem in z the reign of James * the author 

requires of his gentleman *'to be able to ſing his part . 

and at fight, and withal to play the fame on the viol or 

lte. — the following reign e of King Charks L both the 
knowledge a and practice of mulic continued to be univerſal.— „ 
In Walter's Complete Angler, à book which contains many cu. 
rious facts and critical obſervations relating to the times, the : 


learned and i ingenious aunotator, Sir John Hawkins, men. 
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tions the following 2 Th" an old book of enigma's, the fo- 
« lution of one of them 18 4 Garber, ho is repreſented' by * 
1 2 #hile-inother, whos 


done of his editors ſeem to „ have e More, in = 168 
Act i 3. Scene 5. 7 ot, 5, That curſed, barher ! Phone ; 5 
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5 married his Siege that's. common to all men.” ; >" Hi edi 
1 tors Upton and Whaley, not underſtanding | the, 5 ane | f 
x „ the time when Ben Johnſon wrote, read the above, bis ei 
t iS > flern, or reſeryoir. he muſic c cultivated. for private enter. 
2% 5 rainment, at that time, gras the Madrigal and Glee, in three 
1 Fo arts, many of which Rill continue to be dung! in fe 
1 5 —— botieties of vocal muſſe. Ther harmony. is good, 
| 5 though generally languid and deficient in air,—The time 
11 was now at hand, when the triumph of armen) as t to 
5 5 ceaſe in England. The purity of the times would not ad. 
1 mit of fo ſuperſtitious an appendage | to devotion, as | 
| When the Book of Commun Prayer, of Thankſgivings, and 
Y ' Prajfe 1 God, was condemned br the meeting of We 2 
Divines, as 4 great hindrance to the preaching of the word 15 D 
the choral church ſervice, o courſe, was expelled. The 
Pfalms of David made a narrow eſcape: : To trip, them, 
however, of any pretence to muſic, it was enjoined 1 the 
miniſter or clerk, . to read the pfalm, line by line, before 4 
* the anging thereof,” . In conformity with cheſe ordinances, 
the Parliament, 4th Jaungny 1644-5, repealed the ſtatutes of 
Edward VI. and Queen Eliſabeth, for uniformity in the 
Common Prayer, and ordained the ſame to be aboliſhed and 
difued ! in every church and chapel throughout England. 
Wales. To. follow out theſe o -dina org us 
ne een and co puta an ade the Rudy 
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churches were F Fe and . 
and the porticoes were leaſed out for ſhops. Where had the PP 
muſe of Milton now taken flight, who thank ckelhims pe | Agent 
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1660 an: and with it Te-s ſta | 
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O! let my Gly 132 never i 


| 1 9710 1 74 By a 5 
| Ta oi "9 _ pos 2 pale, | LEN oF, 


al? a4 
With ige ety mall 1 f . 1 
And ftoried windows richly digt, PN. bg 
Caſting a dim religious light; | Fs : mw Ul 2 8 : 


There let the healing organ bor ai 8 N 

To the full-vaic'd &beir below, 
In ſervice high and anthems clear, a ' BY 
As may with ſweetneſs through mine car 5 : a 
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| Diſſolve me into ertaſies, 
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And bring s al | heaven | before x mine eyes, Sg 
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| Happily: . reign or fataticifin was hort „Tn "ens 
ſhed the cho- 
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lan chen bad been eſtabliſhes from: Maple: fthe 


=o in * and n now found its way into France. 
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5 | wet nor which, began 9 be ado) 
Þ W = Y | Br uced. The cane 
| | . | macdrigal, and/glee, gave way to airs for-afinglewodve; duty, 


I! / e and catches, more ſuited to the convivial taſte of the Engliſh. 
Ig the number of the old organiſts and chapel- -maſters ſeve. | 
1 5 ral fine compoſers appeared. Muſical interludes were intro- | 
in 55 duced into the old plays of Shakeſpear, and Beaumont and 


| Ee 5 Fletcher. Matthew Lock, a choriſter originally, and the 
= 3 : PG 8 compoſer of ſome fine anthems, ſet to muſic recitatives and 
= | ſongs for the incantation ſcenes. of the witches in Macketh, 
9 | 1 EO  _ which for the expreſſion of the. words, particularly i in the firſt 


4 : recitative, Seal, Hier! ſpeak” and the folemnity and 
=o f weetneſs of the ſongs, and fullneſs of the « ITUS, may at 


3 this day be eſtecmed fine compoſitions.— Michael ie beſides 
| 1 his anthems, which are excellent, -compoſed ſome good 


1 duets and catches : His two-part ſong, O Chiron, is well 
| known.—Purcel! next appeared j one of the greateſt muſical 
| geniuſes that England or any. nation, either before or ſince 


mus ume, ean boaſt of. Puree fond of the Halian ger 
| and in that which he ec of he cer N 
. formed his taſte on it. In hie Rao PEER A 
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muſic, and that of the Engliſh at this time, we muſt eonſi- 5 5 
der, that the Italian recitative, in their opera's, was meant 


ß y ĩðͤ fe GT. 


The Engliſh Ntage-muſic, or that of the interludes introdu- . | 0 85 - 2 
N therefore, where the ſubject or words required expreſſion, 2 


an Engliſh ear. This ſeems to be the taſte, very properly 


. and grandeur in the church tile, his Te Deum and Fabilate, ö 
will keep their rank while any taſte for chutch muſic ſhall re- 


or cantatas, and ſongs of two and three parts, they are well 
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4 tn) exceedri in a ly thas of the « hain, which is frm bh 


e a" + dings Holes deen the Itallan nage 


to expreſs a fort of muſical diſcour | Red 
emphaſis. and cadence, witho! t rponing i into ſong,” which in Ti 
its part was kept diſtin from any mixture of recitative. ps 


ced into plays, was confined” under S fuch ſtrict rules ; and, 


mixture of recitative and | air was ag e and | pleaſing t to 


adopted by the. Engliſh compoſers for the ſtage, at this | 
time.” The genius of Purcell was univerſal. For ſublimity | 


- 
at 


main: For his Rage-mulic, confiſting of fingle-voice ſongs £23 


„known. His moſt applauded, are thoſe made for Duden. 1 1 
Ring Arthur, the Tempeſt, Indian Queen,, and Oedipns. „ 
That ſine collection, the 'Orplear-Britannicus,. which co 
_ rains moſt of his ſtage -ſorigs, is in the hands of every lover | 
of muſic. -Hislove-ſongs are pathetic and tender, and fine- £ | 
| Iyvariedz and his martial ſongs are moſt animating and f. . 
N FE ee eee 1 Gy 
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be confeſſed, is one of the nobleſt of the modern. 
15 inventions: That a fondneſs, however, for chat , 
to almoſt the total neglect or excluſion of air and 
goin in mule, ould moe „gin dal 


74 


—— . — ä—— — eres ogra o—c ny = ib 
r is . - 


* . and C Britons fre, 1 is one of .x many Es 

| might be mentioned. He was che firſt, who. introduced. the a 
trumpet as an accompaniment to his ſongs. | I have been 

5 , told by 2 perſon, who Was well acquainted 3 Handel, 

n that, on hearing one of Purcelb's ſongs, accompanied by. 
Grano on the trumpet, that great maſter was ſo fond of i its, 
that, in his opera ef Rinaldo, the feſt which he compoſed i in 
England, he mage. the ſong. c Hor. la. tromba' for. o. 
one of the fineſt trumpet ſongs that. ever was compoſed, or 
perhaps ever will be compoſed, as that noble, martial * gy 
ment is now negleded and laid aſide, a8 tog manly for the 
ſoft manners of the age! Indeed, the Whole opera of Rinal-. 
do is excellent, notwithſtanding the ridicule of the SpeRta- 5 
tor, which, by the bye, does not affect the muſic.— To con- 
clude : If we are to look for a good national raſte i in muſic, 
at any time, in England, T1 imagine it muſt be i in the com- 
poſitions of Purcell, and his contemporaries. Lock, Wiſe, - 

Blow, &c. To ſpeak of the merit of the preſent theatrical 

maſs n England, would be N 1 Sue eren mus 


2 ſubject as muſic wu, 1 hope, be eee, bs _ 
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at : this une in ah, is'a re 0 able fact e. we. 
| | ; this from another hiſtorical: | 
fact in the annals of muſie. : "ala at 10 v0 ien | 19G f 
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1 The e Opera, that bs a elegant ſpecies of 1 en | 
mulical-d ma, now ſo much- improved and eſta- | 
bliſhed in moſt of the theatres in Europe,) and | 
which chiefly conſiſts in airs for-a;Jfingle voice, with _ 
inſtrumental accompaniments, was not -known- inn 
Paleſtring's. or the Prince of Venoſa's time. It 
was firſt introduced in the beginning of che ſeren- 


teenth century. The dr: 
made by Ottavia, Rinu icin 
ſet to muſic”, by Jacopo Fee that Gen 
ſion, invented the recitativo, or muſſcal diſcourſe. 
The opera of Euridice was firſt repreſented . 
theatre at Florence in the year 1600, on occaſi on 
of the marriage of Mary of Medicis with King 1 IE 

2 Henry IV. of France. What appears moſt remarte. 
able, ſo much w b 


ala e bs Boks Mie. ne | 0 
ſeen from the compoſitions of Marbeck, Tallis, Birde, $6.4 4 | 
and, after them, of Haney LON Lanere, and Cam on, 0 
down to the Reſtoration. | 
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opera conſiſts of duetti, ternetti, cori, and recitallin. | 5 
Ero return to my N n 
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* Che « coſe hoe angel in canto... Tate. 5 Ken To 10 1 


1＋7 1 
#1447 


+ Divinus Cultus, hoc rege, decentibus, mir: in mo- 
dum, ornatus eſt Ceremoniis,. Introdutto novo cantand} rite. 


: * Qua i in | arte e iſe plain r 


x 


= & * 2 { * 7 * Ene * * Is + eG I By ed a PX 8 IN 3 . * 3 4 
— - / 1 i : 138 . : * * * ; 23 . {IP * 4 2 . 2 1 Bt 2 5 — 
* 7 $4 * PS A . FI: 7 5 * 8 4 # . 62 js + 4% 36 3 * x 7 2 5 :. 26 wy * x7 8 ”% A: Is . * i } 2 


lt cannot be she, that, under fic a bene 


— — — 


— 


. ones cnn ene 
—— ̃ —̃ —— 


py < — 5 
D : 5 5 * a 
— . ̃— e EP was ee 


: I Mah W 
— + Hoe: FE ee, TO EIS 7 


* - KR" rods r * * 
PPP · - a ron et lf 
- - 


Ire 
. 
_ 7 
* 


a * 4 — — » 
* RY” « 4 - Ca. m * & 2 * 
4 * TE : * a - » ot 2. = ** * 
— a — — 2 — 7 a we . * : 4 4 . 

* " » 8 Lady - an * n 5 8 4 7a 4 — 751 . Mead 3 * 
— var . n L * * — 2 — 1 * N * 7 K we — OY 1 
- 4 * * n the. FD * 0 B bs h I 

, 5 2 1 wth M . 
my” 24 Is 
* 5 - - * 
, 4 
* ” 
ö 
— 
% A 


| 
1 
4 
5 
£ 
: 
+ 
i 
+ WF: 
% 2 
oh fy 
Y 4 
4 : k 
i Y | 
Br ; 
* 
£ * 
: 
— 


2 26 DISSERTATION. on: 


1005 who, at that time, were thought to excl allo othe 
* mans in church muſic. OP eh pong HS tins 


his own ſongs.*. Playing on theſe inſtruments 
muſt, by the Prince's example, have becom 
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| been- introduced. The ſimple ſcale of the pipe, by 
the introduction of the ſtringed inſtruments, be- 
came, in conſequence, much enlarged, not only 
by a greater extent of notes, but n the diviſion of 
them into ſemitones. Hs 


| in ea peritiſſimos alebat. Inſuper quae vocan at organa qualia 
nunc ſunt, antea enim veteribus et neſcio an ſatis, ad ſacram 
harmoniam, accommodis cantibus utebantur, tum primum 
| noſtrates ea in re brevi proficeri, ut Anglos (quos aiunt reli- 
5 ceps inferiores haberentur. Both. Hiſt. bb. 1 7.—A noble 
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The great aera Gr potty, as of muſic, i in Seer. ER Bos 
land, 1 e to have Gs rom the beginning : . 
King James Vs. The old: athedi SET 


thoſe venerable monuments of Gothic grat 1 5 
with the choriſters belonging to them, according 15 
to the ſplendour of their ritual church ſervice, were | 
ſo many ſchools or ſeminaries for the cultivation „ | 
muſic. | It muſt be owned, however, that, altho“ 
the ſcience of harmonic muſic was cultivated by the 
church compoſers, yet as the merit of the church 
muſic, at that time, conſiſted in its harmony only, 
the fine flights and pathetic nen 93 our bn 
could borrow nothing fi freun ee | | 
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This was ii the aera wh aba. The few On 
dal ſyſtem was then | in its r how punt els; - 


The Scottiſh nobility, „ poſllſed of great 5 oY 
hereditary juriſdictions, and a numerous vaſſalage, 


maintained, in their n caſtles, a ſtate Rat N | 
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* Within this aera i flovrifhed. Gavin Dagla Biſop af 
Dunkeld, whoſe excellent tranſlation of Virgil's Eneis may 
compare with Chaucer, the firlt, poet of that age; Bellenden, 

arch · dean of Murray; 3 Dunbar, Henryſon, Scott, Montgomery, 
Sir D. Lindſay, and many others, whoſe fine poems have 
been preſerved in Banatyne's excellent collection, of which 
ſeveral have been publiſhed by Allan e in his Ever. 
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From the proud gallery glittered prighs, - 


and, feltivals, held ith all the Gothic 
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6 PEN gui in illa arte pravceipus ſunt. To theſe' 
pan minſtrels, 1 imagine we ae indebted for- 
many fine old ſongs, which are more varied in 
their melody, and more regular in their 5 
tion, as they approach nearer to modern times, 7 
N e Rill e * their wood-notes > wild. „0 
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3 3 8 len af the 18 genius of the an, 
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Meanwhile, whate? er of * 14 0 or New, 
Sublime, or n in earth, ſea, or ſky, 

By chance or ſearch, was offered to his view, ; 

He ſcanned with curious and romantic eye, 
Whate'er of lore tradition could ſupply, N | 
From Gothic tale, or ſong, or fable old, 
Rons'd him, till keen to liſten, and to prys 
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The laſt of theſe Arolling den dus Rory or Roderick. : 
Dall, who, about fifty years ago, was well known and much | 
careſſed by the Highland gentry, whoſe houſes he frequent- | 
ed. His chief 9 was about Blair in Ahole and 
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10 the wandering harpers weare certainly indebt- I 4 
1 for that ſpecies of muſic, which is now ſcarcely 5 05 
knoun; I mean the Port. Almoſt every great 1 


mily had a Port that went by the name of the fa 


mily. Of the few that are ſtill preſerved are, Port 


Lennon, Port Gordon, Port Seton, and Port Athole, 


which are all of them excellent i in their kind. The 

Port is not of the martial ſtrain of the march, as 
| ſome have conjectured; thoſe above named being 
alli in the phaigure. _ and modulated for the harp. | 


- The Pibeach, the 1 or hte ae. of the 


| Highland Clans, with the different ſtrains/introdu- 


ced of the coronich, &c. is fitted for the bagpipe 
only: * eee in the or n of the Highs 


tary 1 when marching up to battle, is ſtate- 


ly ann 2 | and to a a. of fur 


10e claſs 4 old a "Ig i e to . 


| ſeveral aeras in which we may ſuppoſe them to have 
been made, is an att mp 
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poſition). may be reckonec 
plaintive, and antient melodies: - Jothy and Sands 
ah waly up the ban! Ay waking Oh {—Be 6 con. > 
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orte our wet ancient mel LS pole het 3 
"giading of this eſſay 5 given 2 few, ſuck AS o 
Morrice, &c. with what I imagine to be the 280 5 


natures of their antiquity. To what aera theſe can 
de referred, 1 do not pretend to ſay: MV conj 6 wg; 


ture, however, is, that, from their artleſs amp. 


city, they belong to an age prior to James I. The 
inveſtigation of other pieces of our oldeſt made, by 
the ſame ra ys be an eee amuſement 


SOLOS the genius of King Ian his Pi 
kill in the principles, of muſic, and great La, A 
mance on the harp, we may eſteem him the invent⸗ 


or and reformer of the Scottiſh vocal muſic. Of. 


his age (fome of them very probably of his com- 
oned the following imple; 
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From theſe; 17 an inſenfble- 
led to hat 1 conjecture: may be called the frond 
epoch of our ſongs, that is, from the beginning of 
the reign of King James IV. James V. and to the 
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end of that of : Queen Mary, within which riod may 
be reckoned the following ſongs, the old t tragic bal. 
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lads Buſt ee ex borny brite ind Hernan fo? 
ander—Willie's rair and Willie's fair —Cromier' t Lili - 


The Flowers of the Foreſt—Gilderoy—Balow my boy— 3 
The Caberlunye Man. The bonnie Earle of Murray | 
Leeder Haug bu 117. arow=Abſencewillneveri Fer me. 
Tak your auld cloak about ye—and the old melody Rte. 

ly revived, called Quern Mary's Las entation, "HEE af 7455 
am well aſſured, belongs to, and bears the hgnatures 

of that age. In the preceding airs, beſides a more va- 

ried melody, there is likewiſe an artful degree of mo- 
dulation, obſervable in ſeveral of them, i in the intro- 
duction of the ſeventh of the key, as in Maly Waty KY, 
—The Flowers of the Foreft—Queen Mary's Lament Bs 
—The bonny. Earle of Mz urray. This ſtrain is pecu- 

liarly charadteriſtic of the ancient Scottiſh long Ngs, and 

has a fine pathetic effect, which muſt give pleafure to 


the moſt reſined ear. As, in the foregoing - obſer · 
tion it is remarked bd N on the n. ; 
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In = third a acra, which n the 955 
a time from Queen Mary to the Reſtoration, may 


be claſſed the following ſongs, Through the lan 


muir I followed my Willie—Pinky Huyſe—Etric 


4. Banks—PÞ II never leaue thee—Th he Broom of Couden, 
; knows—Down ; the burn Davie—A ald Rob Morrin— 
Where Helen lies — Hie on the wars—Thro the wood 


laddie—Fie let us 6. fo the Ne — -Muirland Wil 
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"From theſe. we are I |þ to the laſt erg, "that Is 
from the Reftoration, 7⸗ the Union. | Within thi 


| period, from thejr more regular 7 meaſure and more 


modern air, we may almoſt, with certainty, pro · 
nounce the following fine ſongs t to have been made, 
An' thou wert mine ain thing—O dear minnie, what | 
fal I do—The buſh abbon Traquair—The laft time 
came oer the moor—M. ary Scot, the flower of grow 


8: The bonny boatman—Sac merry as wwe ha been — My dea- 
rie an thou diebe roſe and let me in—My apron, | 
dearie—Le: qve is the cauſe of my mourning—Allan | 
water—T; here's my thumb PII nder beguile thee—The 


Pipe inde og Jean of Aberdeen—The 4 4 


this laſt 4 pet 0d, the n of, Scottiſh muſie had 2 
taken flight: That is not the caſe. Indeed, the e 
number of Scottiſn ſongs has of late not much in · 
creaſed; it, nevertheleſs, is true, that; ſince that 
n made, 
which will ſtand the teſt of time. Amongſt these 
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laſt period, ſeveral fine ſongs have 0 


are, The birks of Invermay= 
Rolin Caſele— . he brues of Ballendine-. The two 


laſt were compoſed by. Oſwald, whoſe genius in 
compoſition, joined to his taſte in the performance 1 


of the Scottiſh, Os was natural and. 
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ous, that no fixed or eertain rules ean be preſeri · : 
bed. Some of theſe old ſongs, it is true, aſcertain 


of themſelves the preciſe aera to which they | bes - 
, compoſed . 


long ; ſuch as, The flowers of | the For 
on the fatal battle of Flowiden, where the gallans 


James IV. and the flower. of the Scottiſh nobility 
and gentry fell; — The Souters of Selkirk, compo- 
fed * on the fame occaſion 3—Gilderoy,, made on | 
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other diftinend ak Fes ab adard 
etal WF could follow was to ſelec̃t doko o 
the moſt undoubted ancient melodies, ſuch a8 may 
be ſuppoſed to be the production of the limple 
inſtrument, of the moſt limited ſcale, as the thep: 
herd's reed; and thenee to trace them-gradually 
downward, to more varied, artful, and regular 
modulations, the Wen d of more poliſhed 
manners and times, 1 ſuitable : to inſtruments of 4 


a more extended feale. WE aft. t, 1 1 % 10 
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PRE of his loyalty, was 1 4 a | Rlight-banherd br tha 
Prince. They fought gallantly, and were moſt of them cut off. | 
A few who eſcaped, found on their return, in the foreſt of 
. Lady-wood edge, the wife of one of their brethren. lying 
dead, and her child ſucking her breaſt. | Therce the town J 
of Selkirk obtained, for their arms, a woman ging upon a 
| farcophagus, holding a child in her arms; ; in the back- 
ground a ; wood 3 and on the thi the arms of Scot- 
land. 15 
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it has given to me, i conſidering wo 
melodies, chus ſelected Eran qa) 
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ion of e for which 
they 1 have been compoſed. Upon a review of theſe 
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Ihe hinted dat our Se 
hin to ————— the cathedrals and ab- 
beys before the Reformation; for, although muſic 
made a conſiderable part of the ritual church- ſer- 
vow yet, n ſome of their books, which hars 
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| eſcaped the rage of the Reformers, we find theirn 
| fic: to have conſiſted. entirely of armonic c "Hu 
5 tions, of four, five, often of ſix, ſeven, 1 ah 
1 _ parts;allinſtrit counterpoint. | Such were perfe&tly 
FR. ſaitabls to the ſolem | y of religious worſhip; and, | 
vhen perfc by a full choir of voices, accom« 
panied by the organ, muſt undoubtedly have had a 
ENG folenin and awful effect upon: a mind diſpoſed to 
| devotion. Church - muſic has nothing to do with 
1 the paſſions. The ſtile of ſuch compoſition is to 
. _ we nüind, and inipire (devotion, ſuitable to : 
was! the majeſty of eee eee is eee 
13 r however, can be more oppoſite than ſuch 
1 harmonic compoſitions to the genius of e ee 
which conſiſt in the ſimple melody of one Angle 
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ales is — ion, that, in Alge aaf” 
the cathedral-ſervice, : ſeveral of their hymns were 
Fit dy the wits among the Reformed, burleſqued, and 
| RSS ſung as profane ballads. Of this there is ſome re- 
5 maining evidence. The well-known tunes 1 John | 
come. kiſs me now Kind Robin lots. 
_— my'/ 
5 the eſtabliſhment of the „ Mabie * one Ry 


thetic; plows works of the Reformed clergy wary 
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In __ ankle to edge or W the 
clergy ſoon after were at pains to tranſlate, into 


old Latin: hymns, and other pieces. At the ſame 


they made an effort to reclaim ſome of thoſe tunes 

from the profane ballads into which 55 * been 
— and ſung by, the yul ar. 

„ a ln ER 

4 eben, 3 was "bis His N 

burgh about the 1 590, by Andre Hart, in old Sax. 

on, or black letter, under the title of, 


ous book of godly. and ſpirituall ſongs, colledtit out of 
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of pſalms, called The. Common. Tunes, is ſtill extant, £1 
and . in abe — and conſiſts. of four: 

, and: baſs. The i 
5 af thele-1 W In; nen and full, and. 


Scottiſn metre, ſeveral parts of ſcripture, and ſome 
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time, as they had no objections to the old muſic, | 


8 compendi- 
ſundry parts of the ſcripture, with ſundrie of other 


G0. 115 ol £302 SIPS.” ae 


—— — — — —B — — — 
1 


15 
A GIA, — —— — — 
* 


„ 


. 


== — rg and Me 
ms; but, in exchange, ſo ſtrangely equipped * 
His penitential habit; as to make a more ridiculous- 
| figure than his brother Jack, inthe Tale of Tad 
As a curjoſity; I ſhall give two or en 
aa of this new. oonverted godly bathed, 4 
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John come kiſs V 
John come kiſs me now, 1 


F | 5 


i ph e eee od nd al. 
5 - The Lord thy Ood len, eto rt anc Let 
b e That ( John) does thee el nao ottn Lhd 
| By grace celeſtial, | 3 3 : 5 
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25 ; My prophets call, my 5 preachers ery. 0 - 9 
John come kiſs me now, 2 i : 5 ” he 
John come lit me by amd lr. 
| mak na mair adow. EE end 
8 Aud e be graves exoceds ee 16385 
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| What : a ftrange medley of canting wle _ 
nonſenſe! Such ſhocking. indecent 5. un- 


der the name of Devotion ! This was the leven, 


#4 — þ o > . K —— 8 | Ss. 
3 * "IWR = 83 8 . 8 
— - 1 * . 
; - * 


which; 3 — ſpiri 5 laticiſm 
in the following age, involved the nation in blood, 
and overturned the ſtate of the three kingdoms. Of 
this leven, from ſome late appearances, there is 
reaſon to apprehend that too o much n remains a4 
us. 0 en 5 A 2 Mi # Ee. 9. . 
= the Scher tunes, ea of the 0 his - 
muſic, were in the ſame ſtile of John come kiſs ne 
now, our fine old nen 1 think, "EY borrow ED 
—_— from them. Eero een ADE wt 


4 ſhall cone chis hy with 2 few obſerrations Dy 
on the Scot , | 8575 . 4 : F | z 
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The « Sound Wee contain . inns cas 
of the paſſions, particularly of the melancholy 
kind; in which the air often figely correſponds to 
the ſubject of the fog In this, 1 conjecture, the | 
excelleney of che ancient Greek. muſic conſiſted, of 
which we are told- ſuch. wonderful effects. . 
Greek muſicians were alſo poets, who Accompamed - 
their own verſes on the barp. Such, likewiſe, „ 
the Saxon Alfred; and in the ſame light we may 1 „ 
ſee our James K who both of them, accompanied e 
their own poems on the lute or harp. Terpander 
is tad to o have compoſed muſic for the Tliad of Hos 
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of a in this fine n cries out our great 
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WY 0 d a Virgin, conld eee, 
But raiſe Muſeus from his bower ! 4+ 
Or bid the ſoul of Orpheus ſing, 
Such notes as warbled on the ſtring, 

Drew iron tears down Pluto's cheek, ns 
And made fel grant what Hor Gig ſeek. 83 


1 e us { acknowledge the Ces of the Greek 

38 muſic; yet as the prineiples of harmony, or com- 

; 555 poſition i in parts, ſeem not to have been known to 
. * 


then, at leaſt as far as has yet been diſcovered, 
this excellency of their muſic muſt have reſulted 

from the natural melody of their dirs, exprefliy ve of 
the words to which they were adapted. In this 

light, therefore, we may fun a parallel between wy 
x the ancient Greek muſic and our Scottiſh nielo- 5 
dies; and, in ſpite of the prejudiced fondneſs which : 
| we are : apt to conceive in fayour of the ancients, 
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i probable that we do the beſt 0 of heir IN 
it w 125 our” own. e Nt 


What 1 of py can by inſenfible to the 

| fink airs of, PII never leave thee—Allan Water—An' 
thou wer't mine ain thing—T, be braes 7 ot 
&c. when N with taſte and ne: V 


Love, in its various ſituations of 7 fucceſe, 
_ diſappointment, and de -ſpair, are finely expreſſed in 
the natural melody of the old Scottiſh ſongs. How ] 
naturally does the air correſpond with the fallow- 


ing CO, of 258 ee languor of © a maid i in 


love! SIE = — 


Ay wa'king oh 1 O's 
Wa' king ay and weaziez . _: /, +> 
Sleep I canna get, | 


For thinking 0? my dearie. 


| When I ſleep, I dream; E 

When I wake, I'm irie? 8 

| Reſt I canna get, | 
For thinking 0? wy dearie. 


The ſimple e of the old tang. Waly! nah 
is the pathetic e of a forſaken maid, be- 
moaning 
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Iris is a Scottiſh word that has no corre nt term 
in Engliſh. It implies that ſort of fear which is conceived 


: by a peri apprehenſive of . ; 
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ol her and her lover.) The old Scottiſh u 
0 ſignifies wail, or heavy Ic and lamentation, 


> expreſſed i in 1 wy! I were where Helen ler! / 


expreſũ ve of ſentiment, and paſſion, in the number 


nuine natural manner, mult affect the heart of e. 


| PIT 1 


Oo ee 10. 1 5 
| Wal! 5 up the bunk.” I 
2 And waly! waly! down the bows: ; „ 
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And waly | yaly ! on yon burn fide, 
Where Land wy dt love did gae. 8 


Thus Petrarch, in one of his beautiful i 


> Valk, che de lamenti mici ife piena,{ e at 
5 Fiume, che ſpeſſo del mio pianger et Ah 1 boy 
55 Call: che mi piaceſti, hor mi rincreſci, 4 : 1 
Oo? ancor per uſanza amor mi 8 3 
8 vedea Poo 1 e 
How wens and plalntlve is the kullaby of ry 
forſaken miſtreſs over her child, expreſſed in Lady | 
Anne BothwelPs lament - How romantic the melo- 
dy of the old love-ballad of Hero and Leander.“ 
What a melancholy love-ſtory is told in the old 
ſong of Jocky and Sandy and what frantic grief 7 
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I are the flights of genius, de- : 
void of art, this: bid defiance to artificial graces | 
and affected cadences, A Scots ſong can only be 
ſung in taſte by 4 Scottiſh voice. To a ſweet, li. 
quid, flowing voice, capable of ſwelling! ür 
from the ſofteſt to the fulleſt tone, and what e 
Italians call a voce di petto, muſt be joined ſenſibility HEY 
and feeling, and a perfect underſtanding of the ſub- , | 
ject, and words of the ſong, ſo as to know the fig- 
nificant word on which to ſwell or ſoften the tone, | 
and lay the force of the note. From a want of | 
knowledge of the language, it generally happens, 
that, to moſt of the foreign maſters, our melodies, 
at firſt, muſt; ſeem wild and uncouth; ſor which 5 
reaſon, in their performance, they generally fall / 28 
ſhort of our expectation. We Tometimes, how- 
ever, find à foreign maſter, Who, with a genius 
for the pathetic, and a' knowledge of the ſuhjett 
| Scottiſh ſong. Who could hear with inſenfibility, 
or without being moved in the greateſt degree, 8 
Tenducci ſing Pli never leave thee, or The bras. of 
Ballendins or Will ye go to the mins N. 
rien, ſung by W Corri? I 
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: ſing, to affect to ſmother the wor 
culating them, ſo as we ſcarce can find out either 


ways a ſign of want of feeling, and the mark of a 
bad finger; ; particularly of Scottiſh - ſongs,” where 


tween the air and ſubject.) Indeed; Sg can be 
no ** . muſic without i 


The proper een 55 a Scottiſh 4 
a plain, thin, dropping baſs, on the harpſichord or 
guittar. The fine breathings, thoſe heart-felt touch. 
es, which genius alone can expreſs, i in our ſongs, 
are loſt in a noiſy accompaniment. of: inſtruments. _ 
The full chords of a thorough-baſs ſhould be uſed 
ſparingly, and with judgment, -not to overpower, 
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and execution on either of thoſe inſtruments, the 
air, by way of ſymphony, or introduction to the 


the cloſe of every ſtanza, the laſt part of the air 

: ; ſhould be repeated, as a relief for the voice, which 
; it gracefully ſets off. In this Jymphonic part, * 
56 . * e r 


WY LE Coir ogy ny, ͤ wor 2 —— 
% 


» - . LA 1 * 
bt — 

3 wats, ror rot 7 3 
CW 1 
27 . 1 * Gar 

5 


lt is a common defect in ſome who procnd 10 
ords, by not arti- 
the ſubject or language of their ſong. This is- al. 


there is generally ſo intimate a correſpondence be- 5 


diaut to ſupport and raiſe the voice at proper pauſes. 


Where, with a fine voice, is joined ſome ſkill 


ſong, ſhould always be firſt played over; and, at 


Fd 


rn E hs 


rien n uusie. 4 


dale of. ge tune. There i is one + cell. 
however, which/a fine finger may eaſily acquire, 


that is, an eaſy ſhake. | This, while the organs are 


| fexible in a young yoice, may, vith practice, 
2 . ae | | 
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A e 3 perk, ormed, 1 is among the 


menen entertainments to a muſical genius. Nut 
is this genius to be acquired either in the perfo 
or hearer? It cannot. Genius. in mufic,. at in po. 
3 etry, is the gift of Heaven. It is born with us; it 

is not to be learned FI 10 FUL 82 © þ r 
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An artiſt on ths Wil may „ ifplay: the magic of 


his fingers, in running from the top to the bottom 
of the finger: oard, in various intricate capritis' 7. 
which! at moſt; will only excite” furpriſe; while 
a very: middling performer, of taſte and fecling, 


in a ſubject that admits of the path 07, will touch 


the heart in its fineſt ſenſations, The fineſt of the 
| many of their ſingers, poſ- 


Italian compoſers, an 


| ſels * to an amaxing e. The opera- airs of 
_ theſe 
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ever, and feeling, are not conſined to 


climate. A maid, at her ſpinning-wheel, een _ 
not à note in muſic, with a ſweet voice, and the | 
force of a native genius, has oft drawn tears from 
my eyes. That gift pe Tang? in e is not to 
be fi Ae heh 2 APC ta dts: v9 


I cannot better conclude this PEG A in 1 5 
words of one who poſſeſſed it in the molt exzlted 
degree. Addreſſing himſelf to a young compoſer, 
eek not to know what is ge. 
< ie, If thou haſt it, thy feelings will tell chee 
« what: it 18. | KK thou haſt it not, thou, never wilt 
4 know it. The genius of the muſician ſubjects 5 
the univerſe to its power. It draws its pictures ©: 
„by ſounds. It expreſſes ideas by feelings, and 
feelings by accents. We feel in our hearts the fy 


he ſpeaks thus: © See 


the metlium of genius, pleaſure aſſumes additi 


. © farce of che paſſions which it excites. Through 


_ + al charms, and the grief which it excites breaks 
forth into cries. But, alas! to thoſe ho feel 


* not in themſelves the ſpring of genius, its ea 


ions convey no idea. Its prodigies are unknoun 


0 chole who' u. eee eee. Woulaſt 
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deu Klos f l. bis tab Viet baer hart | 
c 8 n fre? Run; ly" to _ and chere 
* ſten to the mater 5 es of 1 urante, Jo 


er is: ry Theſe ve be * 
; bes | nin; m ban Kaas thers 'v eee 5 


ed thb by? ſhea:? But, finden mies ind tran- 
quilb amidſt the tranſports? of that great art; if 
©thouReſbſt uo Geri; mb c) J if thou art 
bh only; moved 4 with! pleaſure, at what ſhould tran- 
sport thee with "rapturs, doſt thou dare to aſk 
= what genius is ? Profane not, vulgar man, that 
name ſublime! What does it it import thee to know 
© what thow on never feel? ne eee 
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entitle, Seller Scottifh Ballads, volume Il. in which 
he firſt piece is a comie poem, called Peblis to the 
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Prince; and. | 


editor has added a ſhort nate, as the x a 


xt can by no means ſubmit ta his dex 
| point. I have read both the Poems. 1 5 
with attention, the reſult of which, in 1 my humble . 
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reciſi 0; yet 1 incline ta think 
that chis may be the poem mentioned in che quo · 


tation from Major, p. 200. of chis Differ ee 
as a es e, ce by King: James. 
I. and, taking 
greatly indh bt: 
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r 7. 


' * Dr Peroy for che.d uc 
one of che de/iderata of. the poet 


Scottiſh Ballads, for giving it it 10 t the Pu 


Percy on this poem, which. is as follows: « This 


4 ſong, written by King James I, is a proof that 
4 Chrift's Kirk on the Green. Was written by his de» · 


* ſcendant James v. being evidently. a a more © mo· 
F dern ere e e ot e 


High as my guar. is of Dr. Pe 0 ? F | 


pinion, is, that they appear io be compoſitions of 
the ſame ** It enn, . u in judg- 1 
ing 
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N N to org advanced very little, that 
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fx, with preciſion, the true aers to which poems” 
written pan within ry eee of oe zbocher nw 


doubt ehe poem called The King's er Pies . 


vritten by King James I. As little doubt is bers 
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of the authenticity of the nei: of Pirgil,” by 7 
Douglas; and, although there has dlipled 1 neat a 
century between the firſt and the laſt of e 


poems, to one who was to judge only from the 


language, without knowing the preciſe © age in 


cult to 1 Which of them "i moſt mo- 


Lede ie manners, varies in its 'progrel- | 


| ſion. At different periods it is ſometimes rapid, 


ſometimes flow, and often ſtationary, according to 
the influence of contingent circumſtances: · Who 


would judge, from the language of Boccaccio, or Fe- 
trarchd, and that of Mergſlaſſo, that near four centu- | 
ries had elapſed between them ? The truth is, that, 


from Chaucer to near a century after, the Engliſh | 
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were written, it would be diffi- 
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that 100 uritings-falling 
-vithia, bogs ene nah 1 7.40 diſcern 
ay diſcrepancy of to come to a 
dose examir at! appear Wee 3 
8 ſimilarity. of hraſe and of words, of which ſeveral 
inſtances, might: be given, ſufficient to ſhom that 
they. are coeval, and probably the works of the 
ſame hand. ; Indeed, to give judgment Detw 
= 1 them, or to ſay that the one is of an age alder 
5 '. than the other, appears to, me to (be ſo nice, that, 
1 were I. not, convinced, from their internal 
Ws | > that they have been written in the am Age, ne 
T might be induced to think, from ſundry, „ 
11 1 the poem of Peblis, that. it is much. moxe mo- 
: [| | dern than Chri/t's Kirk., The following ſtanzas, 
| | | BI by changing only the orthography in a, few of the 
it | final ſyllables, might paſs for the language of the 
a . 2 preſent century, ſo inconcluſive are the eee 
. : that may | be uſed on 1 this head, Rb es Ms 
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hs 2 valeſ in PRE SONY id only, 
| which in a ludicrous poem, deſcribing the low 
manners of the times in the vulgar language, and 
which words occur e een and as en 
the poem of Obriſt's Kirk as in that of Peblis; the”. 
one is as intelligible to every Seottiſh reader, who 

is acquainted with the vulgar language of his coun- 
try, as the other. 
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After all, T imagine my complailance to 45 N. 
cy carries me rather too far, when I argue this point, 


upon his own principles, while there i is the moſt po- 
ſitive evidence againſt the Doctor's conjecture; evi- 
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dence which muſt outweigh all conjecture. Mr 


George Banantyne, one of the canons of the cathe- 


dral of Murray, living in the age of James V. gives 


the ſtrongeſt negative teſtimony, that that Prince 
was not the author of Chri/t's Kirk of the Green, by 
afeting poſitively that the poem was written by 
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